


HUMhWfSM &lD ITS EFFECTS UPON THE CHURCH 

Today we hear a great deal about Humanism or 
"Secular Humanim." What is it? Is it something to 
be feared? Does it have any influence on the church? 
In this preliminary essay I shall try to pull together 
some things I have been exploring. I do feel, however, 
that the topic merits considerable more study than P 
have here given it. 

Webs%ervs New World Dictionary, Second College 
Edition (1970) , defines Humanism as follows : "Any 
system sf thought or action based on the nature, 
dignity, interest, and ideals of man; specif., a 
modern nontheistic rafionalist movement that holds 
that man is capable of self-fulfillment, ethical con- 
duet, etc., without recourse to supernaturalism," 

Is it a religion? It is an important question, 
for the answer to it will have considerable to say 
about our attitude towards the growing monolithic 
state school system of education from kindergarten to 
graduate school, Prof, Pieper points out that there 
is no csmmon usage with regard to the term "religion," 
but a pretty good definition, it appears to me, is one 
found in the ACD: The quest for the values of the 
ideal life, involving three phases: the ideal, the 
practices for attaining the values of the ideal, and 
the theology or world-view relating the quest to the 
environing universe." I believe that this is an 
operative definition with which we can work in asses- 
sing the ebb and flow of thought that surrounds us. 
1 recognize, however, that some would limit the use of 
the word "religion" to belief in the supernatural. 
Recently Prof. W. Gawrisch has wrestled with the 

of what is a religion (See Northwestern 
Lutheran, Sept. 13, 1970, p. 316), and it appears 
that he would want to limit the definition to belief 
in the supernatural. He declares that "in the strict 
and proper sense 'religion' denotes communion with God. 
In this sense there is only one religion, the Christian 
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r e l ig ion . "  It seems t o  b e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a r a t h e r  
a r b i t r a r y  l i m i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of " r e l ig ion" ,  
no t  only because t h i s  assumed etymology is doub t fu l ,  
but  a l s o  because, as Pieper  says ,  "The meaning of a 
word is  i n  i ts  l a s t  a n a l y s i s  f o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  by i ts  
etymology, but  by i t s  usage." But Prof .  Gawrisch 
does go on t o  say t h a t  " the  word ' r e l i g i o n '  i s  corn- 
monly used i n  a  wider sense ,  however. The d i c t i o n a r y  
d e f i n e s  i t  a s  'an apprehension, awareness, o r  convic- 
t i o n  of t h e  ex i s t ence  of a  supreme be ing . '  I n  t h i s  
sense a l l  men have a  r e l i g i o n . "  1 do n o t  know which 
d i c t i o n a r y  g ives  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  a l though 1'm s u r e  
t h a t  s e v e r a l  d i c t i o n a r i e s  would c a r r y  s i m i l a r  d e f i n i -  
t i o n s .  But i t  appears  t o  me t h a t  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  is  
inadequate.  For example, t h e  Secular  Humanist would 
say  t h a t  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h a t  d i c t i o n a r y  d e f i n i t i o n  
he  does not  have a r e l i g i o n ,  because he does no t  
consciously acknowledge t h e  ex i s t ence  of a  supreme 
being. On t h e  b a s i s  of t h a t  d i c t i o n a r y  d e f i n i t i o n ,  
he would n o t  ag ree  wi th  Prof .  Gawrisch's a s s e r t i o n  
t h a t  " i n  t h i s  sense  a l l  men have a r e l ig ion . ' '  

And, a s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  we s e e  t h a t  t h i s  is  
i u s t  what t h e  Humanist says. Sidney Hook i n  h i s  book, 
N 

Religion i n  a  Free  ~ o c i e t ; ,  wants t b  " i d e n t i f y  r e l i -  
gion i n  terms of t h e  fam$l iar -denonina t ions  organized 
around a church, whose behavi3r is d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  by 
va r i ed  sacral symbols and r i t u a l s ,  and t4~hose creedal 
b e l i e f s  ackcc;:rlecfge t h e  existecce of a Supreme Power 
o r  an irmortal s o u l  o r  of a cosmic order  which i s  a t  
t h e  same time a m u r a l  o rdz r ,  w i " k  t h e  c o r o l l a r y  t ha t  
thc  universe  suppor%s oi-ir  oral i d e a l s  and ensures 
their  u l t i m a t e  t r i ~ p h . " ~  Accordingly, a Secular  
Ilumsnis t would nave r_o r e l i g i o n ,  Uaon reading f u r t h e r  
into t h e  book, i t  becomes clear x1?hy P ro f .  Hook wants 
t o  L i m i t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  as he has o u t l i n e d  i t  and a s  
the  d e f i n i t i o n  as ~ L ; E O ' ; ; ~  by P r o f ,  Gzrr i seh  limi@s i t :  
brzcause of h i s  arg~1azn"Lre~asding t'.2. s ~ ~ f f i c i e n c y  05 
t h e  pub l i c  school  s y s t e ~ ! ~  fsr a l l ;  1 1 .  r - : - : t ,  
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caranst, do t h i s  (i, c,  d ~ ~ t d ~ ~ y ~ x ~ + 7 j i  t,: 1. :%1\7?' 8 1  ; r - j  c i i '  - 2 - ' 
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e - zonclusion of his ?mok, P ro f .  
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Bmk r e v e a l s  himself f u r t h e r :  "From my own educa- 
t i o n a l  poin t  of view, t h e  we igh t i e s t  reason f o r  
doubting t h e  wisdom s f  t h e  cour t  dec i s ions  i n  Engel  
V ,  Vitale and Abingtsw V, Schempp (banned voluntary  
prayer  and B i b k  reading) is  t h a t  they will lead t o  
an extension of t h e  parochia l  system" ((pa 110).  We 
c o n c h d e s  t h a t  " they Qi.e., t h e  cour t  dec i s ions )  have 
enabled t h e  defenders  of t h e  pa roch ia l  school  system 
t o  a rgue  falsely but  e f f e c t i v e l y  t h a t  t h e  publ ic  
schools  are hostile t o  r e l igdon  and re-enforced t h e  
v iews  05 r e l i g i o u s  fundamental is ts  apposed t o  any kind 
sf s e c u l a r  education" ( p ,  210), 

It would appear to m e  t h a t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  found 
i n  t h e  ACD is not only more i n  keeping wi th  a r ecen t  
Supreme Court  decisidn,3 but  i t  is  a l s o  more i n  accord 
w l t h  the  S c r i p t u r a l  view and t h e  view of t h e  Lutheran 
Ccsflfessions. The "gods" which occupy t h e  minds of 
most men in t h i s  universe  are very  much of t h i s  world. 
Leather says:  "That now, I say,  upon which you s e t  
your heart and gut  your t r u s t  is proper ly  your God" 
(From the "Large Catechism", Tr ig .  p. 583). "Whoever 
t r u s t s  and boas ts  t h a t  he  possesses g r e a t  s k i l l ,  pru- 
dence, power, favor, f r i e n d s h i p  and honor has  a l s o  a 
god but not t h i s  t r ue  and only God. . . . The chief  
explanat ion of $his po in t  is t h a t  t o  have a  god is  t o  
have something which t h e  h e a r t  e n t i r e l y  t r u s t s "  
(Trig, p ,  583). Ts have a god i s  then  t o  have a  re-  
l i g i o n ,  and s o  Luther  a p p l i e s  t h i s  i n  a  very  broad 
sense ,  P r o f ,  John Montgomery i s  c e r t a i n l y  r i g h t  when 
he approvingly quotes  TiZ%ishPs statement  t h a t  "every 
man has a god, every man has a r e l i g i o n ,  no man is i n  
fac t  an a t h e i s t  ."4 But we must remember t h a t  t hese  
f a l s e  gods (all f a l s e  gods, a s  a  ma t t e r  of f a c t )  a r e  
gods of t h i s  world, Compare 2 Cor. 4 : 4 ,  "In whom t h e  
god s f  this world ha th  bl inded t h e  minds of them 
which believe not , "  T h q  are never supe rna tu ra l  (ex- 
c e p t  i n  t h e  sense t h a t  they are t h e  products  of the  
d e v i l ) ,  although t h e  p r a c t i o n e r s  may a t  t imes elaim 
them $0 be supe rna tu ra l ,  and a@ other t imes they may 
claim that  they a r e  purely of this world. In t h i s  
l a t te r  case, t h e i r  u l t f m t e  ground of commitment would 
be N a t u r a l i s t i c  philosophy. 
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P r o f ,  Colin S ,  Brow, an English theologian and 
phi losopher ,  says:  "Nmanism is a kfnd of r e l i g i o n  
i n s o f a r  as  it has a kind of c reed ,  but i t  i s  a r e l i g i o n  
wi thout  Gad, I f  there i s  a god, he is unknowable and 
cannot be taken into account, Man must l i v e  f o r  man 
alone, f o r  whether he likes it o r  not, man has been 
damped into the world and has  $0 fend f o x  h imsel f .  
I n  a  very real sense  he is h i s  o m  creator. He has  
t o  create h i s  o w  s tandards ,  Me has t o  create  h i s  own 
goals .  And he has t o  make h i s  o m  way towards them."5 

Leaders of t h e  Humanist movement s f k e n  speak as 
though i t  were a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  outmoded Chriseianity, 
For example, t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t  EIumanist and Etl-aical 
Union, under t h e  chaimanskip o f  Ju l ian  Wuxley, d r a f t e d  
a declaration some years ago, whish s tates t h a t  "Hu- 
manism u n i t e s  all those who cannot any longer bel ieve  
t h e  va r ious  creeds and are w i l l i n g  t o  base  t h e i r  coa- 
v i s t i o n s  on respect f a r  man as a s p i r i t u a l  and n ~ r a l  
b e i n g a H 6  

Modern Humanism was forged  i n  t h e  universities 
and colleges about l O Q  years ago, and i t  has become 
somewhat o f  a s o l i d i f i e d  movement, For example, when 
Flagthew Arnold, t h e  Victorian poet and l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c ,  
gave up h i s  Christianity, he looked f o r  a philosophy 
that could take t h e  place of h i s  l o s t  Christianity. 
H e  turned t o  Stoicism and several o ther  foms of 
thought,  but he f i n a l l y  came up w i t h  what w e  would 
c a l l  HPumanisw, H e  made a plea f o r  C u l t u r e ,  a tern 
he used broadly and somewhat loose ly ,  meaning that 
~sh ich  would b r ing  about  t h e  hamonioess development s f  = 

human nature, H e  called it on aceasion "Sweetness and 
B,ight." It was e s p e c i a l l y  " L r l g h t g b r  enl ightemen.$ 
t ha t  he had i n  mind, be l ieving that- through culture 
there came a growth s f  intelligence, And he f e l t  t h a t  
t h i s  pursuit of intelligence would be most p r o f i t a b l e  
i n  t he  s%udy sf  Hellenism t o  counteract Hebraism w i t h  
its morality, We f e l t  zha t  one should s t udy  t h e  best 
t ha t  had been thought and know about all t h e  ques- 
t i s w s  sf human knowledge and that  t h i s  would lead &s 
detachment, f l e i b i l i t g ,  openness, and patience, H i s  
ideal  then was "the l ibe ra l  mind l i b e r a l l y  educated. "7 

T h i s  literary humaniseic movaen t  then reverted 
t o  t h e  Humanists sf t h e  Renaissance p e r i o d ,  when there 
had accurred a great a p l o s f o w  in t h e  development of 
literature, a r t ,  music,  e tc ,  So, %he Humanists Pay 
cBah t o  a very long lineage, The Humanists of the 
Renaissance yere i n  revk=rl% agains t  much of t h e  medie- 
v a l  society,@ Numanis2 churchmen had accepted t h e  
thought s f  Aristotle, and a l t h s l ~ g h  they d f d n a &  propose 
to revive a pure ly  pagan cancept io i~  sf l i f e ,  many o f  
the pagan tkmaughts were twteratngPed w i t h  t b u g h t s  
fxom t he  3Hblc,  prof, Lucas  sa-ys: "The dominant 
$endency v a s  toward paganism, I t  seemed t h a t  t h e  
church had Lost iit s r e s g i g e  t a i ~ % ~  t he  e l i t e  o f  t i d e  
5ourgeols ic ;  i t s  doctrines could  no t  compete w i t h  t h e  
$-+::arm s f  reviving pagan thought" "ueas, p. 266). 
- - 

3 1  J .  W. ~ o n t g o m e r ' ~ ,  in h i s  recent  book, & Defense 
,C x l & r ~ i n  Luther ,  also pa in t s  o u t  that t h e  Humanists -- --.. ,"---- 
~f &?i2 Renaissance pe r iod  were b iased  a g a i n s t  super-  
na tu r a l  inf luence  .9 It should b e  noted,  however, as 
Werner Jacges po in t s  out, that the  Humanism o f  S t ,  
Thomas and Dante in setting f o r t h  their ideal o f  hu- 
m a s  l i f e  "includes the presence of  the  divine."f-0 
But when the Naturalistic phi losophy becme daminane 
i n  t he  1 9 t h  century,  t h e  d i v i n e  was t o t a l l y  e l imina ted ,  

A s  is w e l l  kno~rn, t he  Iiumanists s f  t h e  Renaissance 
went back t o  t h e  flowering of Greek literature and 
thought ,  The revival of Greek l ea rn ing  d u r i n g  t h e  
Renaissance took place 'because a t  that t i m e  many Greek 
aeanuscripts were recovered and the Creek language was 
relearned,  Werner Jaeger p o i n t s  ou t  that i n  t h i s  
Greek t h s u g l ~ t  s f  the  5 th  c e n t u r y  B,C,, at first there 
were r e l i g i o u s  foundations i n  earlier Greek life bug 
t h a t  they  had been c ~ m b P f n g  dur ing  the  f i f t h  cen tu ry  
B,G, P r o f ,  Jaeger dmons%rakes % h i s  in t he  examination 
3 f  the thought s f  three Greek dramatists, Aeschylus,  
Sophocles, and E u x i p i d e s ,  A t  t he  beginning of  t h e  
f l . f t h  century, Aeachylus' mind i s  "deeply rooted in 
t h e  r e l i g i o u s  tradition o f  h i s  people, H e  is l i k e  a 
wrestler sf gigan t i e  strength, That strength is due 
ta h i s  uwshakeable confidence in the  dPvine wisdom 
t ha t  governs $he life of man i n  s p i g e  sf i t s  t rag ic  
nature ' ~ , ~ h i s h  stirs the  poet's human s p g a t h y  and fear'" 
(p* 4 3 1 ,  
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Pro f ,  Jaeger then p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  S o p h s c l e s ,  t h e  
second i n  Pine i n  way s f  t i m e ,  "has accomplished i n  
h i s  work a perfect balance of t h e  hman and the  d i v i n e  
aspect of l i f e ,  Ee does no t  ques t i on  $he God-sent 
character sf  e v i l ,  but he has neither the power nor 
the desire of Aesckylus to struggle w i t h  the p r o b l m  
0% God f o r  i t s  o m  sake, We silently bows to t h e  in -  
a c c e s s i b l e  majesty of t h e  superhman,  bu t  he t u r n s  
w i t h  a l l  h i s  i n t e n s i t y  toward t h e  human s i d e  o f  $he 
p i c t u r e "  ( ~ 1 3 .  4 3 1 ,  

Then t h e  t h i r d  d rmat i s t  i n  time, Euripides, is, 
according t o  Jaeger, "an a r t i s t  o f  tremendous g i f t s ,  
b u t  t h i s  world  entirely hmanized and relativistic 
lacks an a b s o l u t e  center ,  He i s  a skeptic, t h e  t r u e  
contemporary of Protagoras" ( ~ p  441 ,  From t h i s  i t  is  
evident t h a t  t h e  aa t~r ra l i s t i c  element i n  Bumanism i s  
s f  Long s tanding,  

T h i s  shor t  review not only gives us some back- 
ground ts t h e  Humanist t r a d i t i o n  b u t  also ca l l s  to 
mind $bas f m a i 6 i t e  ''proof -ter<tsT' on which t h e  IIunaan%ists 
l i k e  t o  b u i l d  the i r  semons, The first i s  from the 
F i f t h  Century, B s C e ,  phi losopher  Protagoras (mentioned 
by Jaeger) , who 8aid t ha t  "Man's xind is t h e  measure 
o f  a l l  thfngsss"The other  tex t  Cmes from t h e  classf- 
cal Engl i sh  poe t ,  Alexander Pope, xsho said "the proper  
s t u d y  of mankind is manB'? 

With this b r i e f  background, P e t  us rerurn t o  
Wumanim as it manifests i t s e l f  today, About t h i r t y -  
f i ve  years ago the Aneriean Hmaniscs  set ou t  a w a r e  
or less ordered body GZ bel iefs  - - a creed - - i f  you 
w i l l ,  It had f s u s  points: 

1, Man i s  no% natively depraved; 
2, The end s f  l i f e  l.s l i f e  itself, the good l i f e  

an earth instead a f  $he b e a t i f i c  l i f e  aftex- 
death; 

3 ,  Man i s  capable, guided s o l e l y  by the l i g h t  
a f  reasow and experience, of perfecting t h e  
good l i f e  on earth; 

4. The first and essential condition of t h e  good 
l i f e  on earth is the  f r ee fng  o f  wen's minds 

from the bonds of ignorance and s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  
and of t h e i r  bodies from t h e  a r b i t r a r y  sup- 
p re s s ion  of the  c o n s t i t u t e d  social authori- 
t i e s  .''$I 

F,  C ,  S ,  Schbl ler ,  an -Anent Wmanist who d i d  
much to c o d i f y  liumanism f o r t y  or f i f t y  years ago and 
who wrote the  a r t i c le  on Humanism in ~astings' 

and Ethics ,  explicates these b e l i e f s  - -- 
Hmanlsm "designa%es t h e  ph i lo soph ic  

a t t i t u d e  w11icF. r ega rds  t h e  interpretation of human 
experience as  he primary concern o f  a l l  plli losophizing 
and asserts the adequacy of human knowledge for t l ~ i s  
purpose (Voiume V I ,  p. 8301,  H e  goes on to say that 
tirunanism puts man i n  the  center of t h e  intellectual 
i s  He assert& that the modern, in te%%ectual  
i J 0 2 ~ e n t  s f  Bumanism*is a hsnan r e v o l t  against the  
domination of pedant ic ,  abstruse,  and s ter i le  specu- 
lation and &hat i t i s  a eonscjous r ev iva l  sf  the  mi t i -  
cal relativism of Protagoras and a p p e a l s  so  e x p l i c i t l y  
t o  h i s  m a x i m  khat man i s  the measure of a l l  th ings  
t h a t  it may without i n j u s t i c e  be descr ibed  as  Neo- 
Protagoreanism. H e  approvingly quotes  W i l l i a m  James 
who s a i d  that  humanism was a "fernen$ that came t o  
stay." We also says t h a t  i t  is  primarily t h e  name for 
a method and not  f o r  a  system of philosophy; it is 
more p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  dehumanizing 
o f  log ic ,  and he states that "all truths should be 
r e l a t e d  t o  human purposes.  Re also insists "that the 
elaim t o  an exclusive possession of abso lu te  t r u t h  
t h e  humanist takes ts be s u f f i c i e n t l y  refuted by the 
existence s f  sonflicting claims and by the h i s t o r i c  
impossibility cf f ind ing  any t w o  phi losophers  whose 
s y s t a s  a r e  really i n  agreement." (p. 830). 

T h e  influence of Hmanisa today i s  staggering be- 
cause it i s  centered among the intellectuals, and they 
control t he  colleges and univers i t ies .  Harold L i n d s e l l ,  - 
t h e  e d i t o r  o f  , in a recent a r t i c l e  
said t h i s  about Humanism: "Among t h e  movements that 
have challenged the  Church from w i t h i n  are humanism, 
liberalism, syncretism, and universalism. The Humanist 
i s  one 'whose belief consists of fa i th  i n  man and 
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defines the  t h r u s t  of Promethean Bmanism: "H~wever~ 
i n  the Promethean tradition m n  cares about  mang7 
(1, e 8 6 ) .  Ceratrab,t%aen, $0 t h e  Humanist is  t h e  element 
s f  respect f o r  man, an element which i s  so attractive 
ks our young people today, who somehow fee l  that the  
organized church has little respect f o r  the i n d i v i d u a l  
h m a ~  be ing ,  and h a s n k  tad  his respect for several 
generations, 

A f t e r  descr ib ing  several atbler t y p e s  of atheism, 
P r o f ,  S t s o p s  q u i t e  severely c r i t i c i zes  the  h e r f c a n  
churches (especially t h e i r  Sunday School programs) f o r  
creating "Apostles o f  Atheism" (p, 8 9 ) ,  H e  insists 
t h a t  "the greatest  lasses t o  theism in h e r f c a  probab ly  
occur  a s  consequence o f  the disillusianment t h a t  youth 
experiences i n  early adefescence, A t  t h e  same t ime t h e  
ideas uf atheism aad pankheim are she youth's environ- 
ment and they exert a. powerful appeal t o  his, We 
%earns to laugh a E  csunr$ess S t ,  Peeex  jokes and 
'preacher'  s tories,  and he f i n d s  I l imseff  y i e l d i n g  o r  
not  yielding t o  inclinations which glace h i s  churchly 
i d e a  o f  God alsngside h i s  s en tben tax  chi3dl-aood men- 
o r i e s  o f  dragons, ghosts and Santa Claus" ( g .  9 6 ) .  
The Lehigh University Dean then demonstrates hy ex- 
ample haw "atheis t ic  concepts inherent i n  the  school  
curriculrb~rn appear h igh ly  credibleP '  ( p ,  90) . Such an 
exaainatisn at t h i s  t i m e  would take US $00 far  a f i e l d ,  
b u t  we canPt t oo  strongly urge  our  p a s t o r s  tc make a 
more s u b s t a n t i a l  study sf  these f a c t s  than they h i t h -  
e r to  have done, 

B a t  l e s t  we g e t  too unbalanced a p i c t u r e ,  let us 
repaember tha t  %he IIumanist, t oo ,  has some ~ r s % Z e a s  
today, and his way of  life, which appears so attrac- 
tive ts same, lsas same real obstac%es, We should not 
be hesit~ne in potnn$ng thea out., especia l ly  t o  those 
a$ our young people  who are attracted ko modern secu- 
Par Humanism, As t h i s  20th century draws to a close, 
Ehe optimistic humanisr creed has been thoroughly 
shakea, 8ertrand Russell, a prafessed humanist, ae 
Ehe end o f  h i s  life was not  very  confident o f  human 
progress, So, y s ~  f i n d  humanists  st agreeing 1;;~%th 
one another today i n  gheir s p t i n ~ i s t i c  bellzf t h a t  

there is real progress  on t h e  earth ,  T h e i r  hopes  
have "received severe setbaekes i n  t h e  f i r s t  hal f  of 
t h e  centf%ry," says P r o f ,  Cgldn B T O ~ ,  "Peofle are not  
as rational as they  m i g k r t  b e ;  t ! i c  cfauralr and o t h e r  
irrational institutions st i l l  have a cons iderable  p u l l  
over t h e  masses, Science i s  nak q u i t e  t he  panacea i t  
w a s  once thought to be."14 A s  you w e l k  Know, the two 
World Wars and t h e  continuing s ta te  of %he Cold War 
have p r e t t y  well  p u t  a daaanper on tzhe b e l i e f  in t h e  
inevitability of progress ,  And when one recalls that 
the inf luence  o f  the church has waned i n  these Past 
years and then one looks at t h e  increas ing evidence 
o f  "man's inhumanity to mans\ one weed n o t  be an abscs- 
lute s k e p t i c  $0 q u e s t i o n  t h e  va lue  of t h e  h u m a n i s t i c  
doct r ine ,  men one realizes t h a t  man has s e t  up a 
great  va r ie ty  of human value  systms,  where moral 
values are c o n t r a d i ~ t s r y ,  and y e t  t hey  are the  result 
sf h m a n i s k i c  th ink ing ,  one can sec that t h e  H u ~ a n i s t  
has s s m e  real p r o b l a s  i n  dec id ing  whieh v a l u e  systenls 
he should take f o r  h i s  o m ,  Should i t  be thg major i ty  
value systems (consensus gen t lm)?  Should it be  the  
value s y s t m s  sf ehe TntePlectualLy e l i t e ?  Should it 
be t h e  value systms s e t  up by a d i c t a t o r ?  

Another problem is t h e  one s f  when and where 
should values be changed, One might ,  f o r  example, 
remember how %he Humanists stressed SO s t r o n ~ g l y  t h e  
primary va lue  s p t e m  o f  %.everenee f o r  l i f e ,  probably 
epitomized as well anygkere as in Seh~gbeitzer's African 
hospitals where antiseptic measures  were not practiced 
t o o  s t r i c t l y  s ince t h i s  involved %he destruction o f  
life, And thew one m i g h t  compare the current  NmanPst  
thrust f o r  1 1 ~ 1 1 ~ ~ i t e d  abor t ion  SQ that t h e  woman is 
" ' ~ s t a : . ~ g  f ree"!  Arid then d.r: ~ c : r  forget t h e  universal 
;~rsbHems that plague every m s n ,  There i s  man" quest  
for  l i f e  -- enduring l i f e ;  his  universal fear of' 
deash; h i s  tiesire t o  have a good canscience; and then 
ehere I s  t h e  one who in at least  a vague way i s  
"looking for c h a ~  blessed hope" ( T i t u s  2:13), These 
~ r o b l e m s  are real, and no2 a l l  are going to be s a k i s -  
f i ed ,  fo r  example, w i t h  the s t a z a e n t  that Bultmann's 
Jesus i s  on%--- r i s en  "'" sn $he sense that Gseghe r ises  
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I ~ I I ~  ., da co ez~amine -2-ese charges, we E-ree1-v 
cfiilfcss t h a t  the fLlndargleggi:i thrust of our Eaich is 
-ucho~itat;ve, based ijyt, i n  inerrant Word ;.~Ilid: rexzr.-i:i:: 
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powerg  a s u a l l y  wi.k"nhe " "~aves 'bsvep aga in se  t h e  
l l ~ I % ~ e - n ~  t s i 2  a 

Kaw xany 0% us have not winced when we have 
heard sme well-meaning (1 hope) pastor s u g g e s t  that 
t h e  church can't do nny th ing  to h e l p  a l l ev i a t e  t h e  

1 clouzdiki~n of the less fort.iinace ~ecausc- l i f e  
. - tr t lctured, the f a c t  of poverty bri ,ng a p a r t  of 
a x : - d ~ ! r  og life: "'" i4' c3 d k  x y c  ?, have the poor w i t h  you ak- 
.:q;lysH? One seldom a r  cxjes i n  i---iis connec~~ion g e t s  
$- 1- il L b . B a L g d k L  .s m# rl 6 - T.? 4- t>f ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ . ~ ' ~  p~a;r&; pTj-;cn 3e says; "'And 

- e 3  

7*;?- *% Ri%s.&lP;7- .*  EX1 --f-$$-c-' ;- -4 ~ 3 -  ...A TJ? * {*73-jmi- -q;e rrs:3 *?  '"4 *.-\ 1: :> nrfi 9 riAbi s \L\, ..a% ---- a *a (ailark 14 : 7)  , 
And in connection 37i,ih t h e  ufie gf t h i s  t ex t ,  I can't 

3 - .:I f-, :a -1- ~ Q .- Tv7 $3 I*+.. 2- A,r.,,rr.,k !? --% - --* .- - 2 $,- : . . h ~ i ~ t '  6+3 - e2el.-v - -  --  
- - L i Z 1 : L  W O L ~ S  about  the  

--i-tir, ~ I J Q O T V  -?ilc unc-'Jc t':c-J, t h e  st-anger, the 
f:- 

id ,r a 

, ~uaszaui:{-\ ye have done it unea one sf 
~ ,* 
r2.e %ear;: of et~cse 31%- b re th ren ,  ye have done 
., ; 2  f ' -*  

, ..;. ~ z : , .  . ? i a E t  a 25,401 . i ~ e  should rkoe duck t h i s  "fas$ 

ball ."  csming from a U u ~ n a n f s t ,  

Z n  conclusion, I want t o  say  t h a t  as we s t u d y  
Humanism and discuss it with those who are exposed 
t o  it %n massive doses ,  w e  must searchingly  s t udy  
three questioris Eer ourselves which Scripture poses:  
fh%a% i s  the u2:imate purpose sf manTs l i f e ?  m a t  
t h ink  ye of C i r ~ i s ? ?  Who is my neighbor ,  o r  whose 
neig11bo-r am I? Tiie I~anianis t ica l ly  inclined person 
and t h e  devout C h d s c i a n  jnust be led t o  face up t o  
then,  Perhaps ao be t t e r  t a t  than T i t u s  2: BP-15 
can be selected f o r  stlcii a se l f - s tudy :  "For t h e  
grace o f  God that. b-ringet% s~ivation hath  appeared t o  
a I I  men, Teaching us t h a t ,  dexying ungodliness and 
x o r l d l y  l u s t s ,  we shou ld  l i v e  zober ly ,  r i g h t e o u s l y ,  
and godly, in t h i s  present world; Looking for chat  
b l e s sed  hope, and the g l o r i o u s  appear ing  of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Chr i s t ;  TJhc gave hirfiself for 
us, k h ~ t  he migilt redeem i r s  from a l l  i l i q u i r y ,  and 
p t l r i f y  u:lta, h i m s e l f  3 p e c u l i a r  ?eople, zealous of good 
works, Thcse things spezk, and exborz, and rebuke 
1jf.tfh3 811 a x ~ t h ~ r - j t y ~  L e t  no aan, despise thee," 
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l i f e  'is a b lessed  hope o f  t h e  glorious appearing of 
c u r  grear God and Savior Jesus Christ. T h i s  i s  God's 
ultimate purpose f o r  man. Secondly, Jesus C h r i s t  i s  
the eeerirad Son sf  God, in Whom i s  revealed f o r  man- 
kind Che universal saving grace sf  God, That grace 
;ras now appeared in the h i s to r i c  C h r i s t ,  Who has res- 
cued mail from inis evil w a y s  and made f u r  H i m s e l f  a 
people  o f  H i s  own. Through f a i t h  man possesses per-  
s o n a l l y  t h i c  unmerited g i f t  of  grace. And finally, 
w i t h  t h a t  grace and t h a t  ilope dwelling i n  man's heart 
by f a i t h ,  he now l i ve s  here i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  a l i f e  which 
has no more t o  do w i t h  godlessness ,  and he has a heart  
se t  upon l i v i n g  a life t h a t  is good. Every man i s  h i s  
neighbor  rjhom he w i l l  love as h i m s e l f ,  and t o  whom he 
will be a "Chr i s t "  (Lu the r ) ,  f u l l  of comgassisn and 
mercy. 
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warks go br ing  you t o  b e l i e v e  i n  Je sus  C h r i s t  as your 
Savior  and t o  s u s t a i n  t h i s  f a i t h  wi th in  you, When 
Lorenz Wusbderlich writes " t h i s  l i f e - g i v i n g  S p i r i t .  of 
Gad achieves H i s  h ighes t  purpose fo r  C h r i s t i a n s  by 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  and maintaining s p i r i t u d  l i f e  i n  thew 
through I I i s  word,"Z he is w r i t i n g  about t h e  work of 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  upon t h e  s o u l ,  

T h e  Apost le  Paul  prayed t h a t  Chr i s t  might &ell 
i n  t h e  h e a r t s  of t h e  Ephesians by f a i t h  (Ephesians 3, 
17). Although he  used f i g u r a t i v e  language (ev t a i s  
k a r d i a i s  urnon), he was obviously speaking about Chrisf 
dwell ing i n  t h e i r  s o u l s ,  

l aen  the  Apostle w-srote, "Know ye not  that ysur  
body is the  temple of t h e  Holy Ghost which i s  i n  you" 
( I  Cor in th ians  6 ,  1 9 1 ,  he is i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  the body 
responds t o  t h e  impact wIlich the S p i r i t  of God exer ts  
upon t h e  sou l .  

This  fa i th-g iv ing  and fa i th-main ta in ing  work of 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  is necessary because your s o u l  does 
not  have t h e  holy  and s i n l e s s  cha rac te r  of t h a t  s o u l  
which God breathed i n t o  Adan and of t h a t  s o u l  which 
God i n s t a l l e d  i n  Eve. Somehow i n  t h e  t ransmiss ion  of 
your s o u l  from your holy  God i n t o  your body, i t  be- 
comes in fec t ed  wi th  t h e  h e r e d i t a r y  contamination of 
s i n  passed on from fallen Adam and Eve t o  each of u s  
human beings.  

J u s t  how your s o u l  ca t ches  t h e  i n f e c t i o n  of s in -  
f u l  h e r e d i t y  i s  no t  expla ined .  The Bib le  s i n p l y  s t a t e s  * 

t h a t  it does t a k e  place.  Paul  sa id  q u i t e  a few tfljlngs 
about the contamination of our  s o u l s ,  One of h i s  
statements is  i n  t h e  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Romans 5,  12: "As 
by one man s i n  entered the w o r l d ,  and death by s i n ;  
and so death  passed upon all men, f o r  that a l l  have 
sinned," Here t h e  Apostle states the  f a c t  bast doe% 
not explain t h e  method, 

Apparenzly, some confusion has arisen about 
hether o r  no t  your soul  and your s p i r i t  are one and 

the  same thing, The Bible  o f ten  uses  soul  and s p i r i t  

-13- 

interchangeably, However, Thayer be l ieved  t h a t  P a u l  
always distinguished between t h e  &wo: 

I Thessalonians 5, 23 according to which 
"to pneurna" i s  t h e  rational p a r t  o f  man, 
t h e  power of perceiving and grasp ing  d i v i n e  
and eternal t h i n g s ,  and upan which t h e  
S p i r i t  of God exerts its influence.3 

Thayes i m p l i e d  gha t  L u t h e r  followed P a u l  i n  main- 
~ a i w i a g  this distinction: 

"pne-ma,'" says L u t h e r ,  '83s t h e  h ighes t  and 
noblest p a r t  o f  man, which q u a l i f i e s  him t o  
l a y  hold o.f inconprehens$b%c, i n v i s i b l e ,  
eternal t h i n g s ;  in s h o r t ,  it is the  house 
where Fz f th  and God's ward are at home."b 

%t is probable tha t  one could make a case against, 
1-, 

':hayer's interpretation s f  L u t h e r ,  It i s  p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  Luther is us ing  'ipnema" i n  t h e  same sense i n  
which he might  use  pspsycheei '  

Bt seais probable that when the  B i b l e  makes a 
sharp  d i s t i n c t L o n  between sou l  and s p i r i t ,  if i s  indi -  
caeing t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  i s  a function s f  t h e  sou l ,  It 
seems rather s a f e  tas say as;hat ysur  "neshamah,"" your 
"ruach, '' your "pneuma, your " s p i r i t  gt" emanates from 
youp sou1 as that function by which you experience 
csnsciousness, by which your mind g e t s  the a b i l i t y  to 
perceive and to t h ink ,  

Francis P i epe r  warned against t h ink ing  of man as 
being  composed sf  t h r e e  different parts: 

The assumptisw t h a t  man csnsisrs af three 
e s sen t i a l l y  different parts: sf t h e  ""soma'" 
(body) as the material part, the  "Psyche7' 
( s o u l )  a s  t h e  lower, o r  animal,  p r i n c i p l e  
s f  l i f e ,  %7h%~$ man has i n  camon w i t h  the 
animals; and the "gpneuna" ( s p i r i t )  as the  
h ighe r ,  sr spiritual, p r i n c i p l e  sf l i f e ,  
~ ~ ~ h P c h  d f  s t i n g u i s h e s  man f %om the  animals, 
i s  not sufficiently supported.  . . 
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prophecies, the hope sf  t h e  0$ p e o p l e ,  All empilasized 
the  e te rna l ,  d iv ine  o r i g i n  o f  Christ's Kingdom, 

I S L  A Kingdom 0% T r u t h ,  

A, Jesus has come to bear witness unto &he Truth 
C ?  

o f  t h a t  Kingdom, V, S f $ ?  = TLe T r u t h ,  of which Jesus 
speaks i n  t e x t ,  I s  the G a s p e l ,  yes ,  C h r i s t  H i m s e l f ,  as 
M e  says: '" IEI the way, che t r u t h ,  and t h e  life," CCf, 
Jn ,  1:17, "Grace and t r u t h  came by Jesus C h r i s t , ' "  
J e s u s  bears asitness ungs the  T r u t h  through h i s  $hree- 
f o l d  o f f i c e ,  as p r o p h e t ,  p r i e s t ,  and k i n g ,  

B ,  Everyone that i s  0 2  t h e  T ru th ,  that is, is a 
m e m b e r  of ~hrist's Kingdom, heass Jesus "~ i ce ,  v, 37b,  
"Hear" i n  sense o f  bel-iLexJing and foblowing a f t e r ,  CP, 
313, 8,499; Jrr,  10::16,15-2ie T i l r ~ u g h  the  Gospel  Jesus 
c a l l s  Christians age%; ~ $ 2  ?hat Kingdom of Grace in t n f s  
new church year, !is ::embers a l  t h i s  Kingdom 'by grace 
through f a i t h  i n  thrist, Christians are t o  hear the 
T r u t h ,  $he Gospel,  g l a d l y  and faithfully, and ear- 
n e s t l y  strive t o  b r i n g  the Gospel ta s thers  worldwide 
t ha t  Zhey a l s o  nay hear J e s u s b d i c e ,  bel ieve,  and 
become members of GhsPs$'s Kingdom, 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Luke 82, 39-48 Ahlert Strand  

Warning signs are p%en t%fu l ,  Highway, railroad, 
manu2actur$ng plants, power l i n e s ,  goison, Also 
warnings f o r  dangers &o our  souls, T e x t :  " I f  the  
286dIEH2, , , I '  

condemnation is H i s  holy Word, the Bible, Works per- 
fectly. %.fna-aos 4 ,  12: "Prepare to meet thy Cod," Text: 
" B e , ,  , ready* 

Most Christian homes have God's warning s y s t m  
installed in their homes, Often ignored by non-use. 
Result is unequipped to resist t e m p t a t i o n s  to unbelief, 
Strong faith in Christ through gospel usage, Means sf 
grace. Familiarity w i t 1 1  gospel promises, Affliction 
overcome by using God" warning system, It tells us 
to t u r n  an the gospel, "I reckon that the suffering.=. 
of tli:is presealt time.. . not  w o r t h y  to be compared," 

111, Savior r*rants us ready to meet I i j m  any tim~, 
Mas secured eternal happiness  for u s .  Gives  this 
'6rapginess through gospel, Love ~ u r  children there- 
fore warn and demonstrate our love. 

Life of readiness not dull. Excitement and joy 
of apostles. Life of Mary, Martha, Dorcas, Lydia not 
d u l l ,  dynamic, This is what a life of faith in Christ 
does with the warning signals God gives us, e . 8 .  de- 
vout VBS teacher, gospel-centered home, rehabilitation 
of legal offenders through gospel atmosphere in rela- 
t ionship, 

TNBm SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Matthew ll:Pl-15 M. Dale Christopherson 

Throughouli its history the Holy Christian Church 
has an the Third Sunday in Adsrent directed its atten- 
tion to the ministry of John t h e  Baptist. Jesus said, 
" h o n g  them that are born of W~men %here hath not 
risen a greater ehan John the Baptist:" (vs, 11)- 
Why %gas he important to the church, and w t r a t  was the 
purpose of his ministry, and does his ministry have 
any meaning f o r  u s  today? As C h r i s t i a n s  let u s  con- 
sider the ques t ion  - 
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111, Savior r*rants us ready to meet I i j m  any tim~, 
Mas secured eternal happiness  for u s .  Gives  this 
'6rapginess through gospel, Love ~ u r  children there- 
fore warn and demonstrate our love. 

Life of readiness not dull. Excitement and joy 
of apostles. Life of Mary, Martha, Dorcas, Lydia not 
d u l l ,  dynamic, This is what a life of faith in Christ 
does with the warning signals God gives us, e . 8 .  de- 
vout VBS teacher, gospel-centered home, rehabilitation 
of legal offenders through gospel atmosphere in rela- 
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TNBm SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

Matthew ll:Pl-15 M. Dale Christopherson 
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la3AT 6A24 WE LEAmJ FROM JOHN THE BAPTIST? - 

1. We can learn the real  p u r p a s e  sf John" ministry, 
which was - 

To prepare t h e  way Sor t h e  cowing s f  the Messiah, 
and t h u s  f u d f i P 1  Gsd's promise concerning %he coming 

4 

of E l i j a h  (vs. 1 4 ;  Ma1.4:5), ~od's messenger (vs. 10; 
EaT&.3:l), 

9 

"r awaken a world  whi.c%r had g rom dead i n  its 
r e l i g i o n  by preaching t r u e  repentance (?!att. 3 : 7 - 8 ,  11). 

To d i r e c e  those who were t r u l y  repentant to the 
kingdom of Chr is t ,  then soon to be established, wherein 
was God% forgPgeness go al% who would receive i t ,  

11, We can learn the  real purpose and message sf t h e  
ciaurch fo r  t oday ,  which is - 

TQ preach t h e  same C h r i s t  as d i d  John; a C h r i s t  
who has come and has e s t a b l i s h e d  H i s  kingdom; who this 
C h r i s t  is, and where He can be found (IJord & Sacraments 
a lone ) ,  

That t h e  o l d  covenant under t h e  Law ended wit% 
John. ( v s ,  133 . 

To preach9 as d i d  John ,  repentance and forgive- 
ness a f  s in s  i n  H i s  name (Luke 2 4 : 2 8 ) ,  

Bn so doing he t h a t  is little In  the eyes a f  men 
w i l l  be esteemed by God as greater chaw John t he  
B a p t i s t  (vs, 11) 

CONCLUSION: From t h e  ministry of John t h e  Baptist, 5 --- 
we, i n  % h i s  blessed Advent season caw Learn sf t h e  
g lo r ious  message o f  s a b ~ a t i s n  through Christ the  Sa- 
'riar, T h i s  wondrous Gospel message is f o r  a l l  people ,  
"He t h a z  bath ears to hear, let him hear" (vs. 151, 

In J ~ S U S '  name, &ben,  

FOURTH SUNHIAY I N  ADVENT 

John 3 : 25-36 Rodger Dale 

D i s p u t e  among Lutherans about  who Jesus  became 
sr ever was, Skepticism, Disciples sf John t h e  
B a p t i s t  asked t o  ascer ta in  John's b e l i e f ,  

FTWO CAN THIS BE? 

1, True  God, Son of the  Fa the r .  

A. ~ohn's testimony: "From above...not given 
S p i r i t  by measure" Qv. 3 1 - 3 4 ) ,  

B, No ord inary*  infant, Don't Bet s tab le  f o o l  
you. "'hqords of Ilfe,,,all things in H i s  hand*" 
God's d e a l i n g s  with man de l ega t ed  to Him. These a r e  
H i s  c redent ia ls ,  

11. Mediator. 

A,  Fcseus of l a w  mediated by ffoses was d e a t h ,  
consequence of s i n ,  

B e  Focus of Christ's mediation is l i f e ,  gift of 
grace, S i n  cancel%ed. God s a t i s f i e d ,  C f .  Isaiah 
53:11%, 

111, T r u l y  k n o w  by believers, 

Believers only have meaningful answer t o  question, 
"Who can t h i s  Be?" Faith sees Jesus, true God, t r u e  
man, W u i l i t y  r e s u l t  of his awareness of s i n f u l n e s s .  
Nothing t o  be proud of i n  s e l f ,  Humble b e l i e v e r ,  
grateful for knowledge 0% Chris t  and Gsd's many bles- 
s i n g s .  We have a s o u l  t h a t  needs C h r i s t ,  

God, g ran t  us t h e  answer of a living faith to t h e  
qarestisa, "mTko can this be?" as we prepake ts cele- 
brate ~hrist's b i r thday ,  
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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LQm 

Christmas is a God-given oppor tuni ty  12s appreciate 
how p r e c i a ~ s  is khe aeaawing s f  t he  name 9 E S U S, a 

1. The World of Sin ,  Sin--original,  actual--is 
Codas  enmy and man's des t royer ,  Only people bereft 
o f  reason deny i t s  existence (I Jn.l:8), S i n  is a 
deadly  reality--has deadly consequences (Rm.6:23). 
It has separated man from Gsd--divided heauew and 
earth, mo can restore--rebuild? Nan? Never! H e  i s  
unable to (Job 4 2 : 6 ;  Isaiah 6 4 ~ 6 ;  Daniel 9:7a). %at 
then? Is there no he lp?  No rescue? Yes--J E S U S 
(Mt,l:21), 

T I ,  The World 0% Salvation, H e  was prophecfed (Ps ,  
4 8 ~ 7 ;  Is, 7':14>, The Father  t e s t i f i ed  to Him af ter  
H e  had come (Mt,3:17; 19:s; Mk,Z:11; 9 : 7 ;  L&,3:22; 9:  
35; 2 Pet,f:17), H e  became our Jesus--our Savior--by 
sacrificixlg Himself (I 3n.l:7). No "slaughter-house" 
re f ig ion ,  The sacrifice shows t h e  b i t t e r ,  awfuP, 
g lo r ious ,  infinite price p a i d  t o  r e d e a  u s  from s i n ,  
death, and h e l l ,  and forever e s t a b l i s h  ou r  salvation, 
Man i s  saved from guilt, consequence, and power of s i n  
vhen Christ dwel ls  i n  his heart. 

The Mme of JESUS i s  great, prec ious ,  all-pswerful, 
d'il.rLae1 There is  nothing which N a m e  o f  Jesus has not  - 

hallo~sed,  g l o r i f i e d ,  Labor, Chlkdh~sd~ Womanhood, 
2lanhood. Penitence ( the  Magdalen). Death, Grave, 
Sross. Yes, even simers become s a i n t s  (~n.l:12). 

That Name s%il$ exerts influence and power i n  and 
on a s i n f u l  world, It i s  a saving power 0x1 t h i s  sin- 
cursed earth, The saving wanders wrought by Wiw Tho 
3 ~ a x a  the N a q e  0% JESUS are here todayP 

SmBAY AFTER C H R I S T U S  

Luke 2 ,  25-32 W i l f r i d  F r i c k  

SAL'VBTION I S  OF TME LORD 

A wonderful t h i n g  bas happened,  Hymn: "Sa%vatisn 
unto US has come, By God's free g r a c e  and favor",  
T i t u s  2,11: "For t h e  grace of G Q ~  t h a t  b r i n g e t h  salva- 
t i o n  h a t h  appeared unto a l l  men," T e x t :  "For mine 
eyes have seen Thy s a8va t i one 'Ymnah  sa id : :  "Sa lva t i on  
is  of t h e  Lore%" 

T e  Salvation aneans being sescucd from something bad. 
T h i s  salvation is f rom something worse than t h e  
t r o u b l e  and pa in  on $h i s  earth,  something worse than 
; g a r .  ~t i s  s a ~ v a t i d n  from an everlasting fate--from 
i-ae3.l i t s e l f ,  T h i s  s a l v a t i o n  i s  more important than 
any seemingly goad ttaing which might  come t o  u s  I n  our 
e a r t h l y  a f f a i r s  -- maney, fame, power, p o p u l a r i t y ,  
long life, hea l th ,  

Only God can g ive  t h i s  s a k v a t i s n ,  H e  made it 
p o s s i b l e  by sending H i s  Son to do what w e  could never  
do ourselves--bring about ou r  redemption so  w e  might 
be rescued from t h e  punishment of our  s i n s ,  That 
same Jesus morn Sirneon held in his arms went through 
t e r r ib l e  s u f f e r i n g  and d i e d  on t h e  c m s s ,  t ha t  our  
s i n s  would be paid. f o r ,  Is, 53, 5: 'Tie was wounded 
f o r  o u r  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s ,  H e  w a s  b r u i s e d  f o r  our i n i -  
quities; the  chast isement  s f  ou r  peace was upon H i m ,  
and w i t h  H i s  stripes we are healed", Because of 
Jeslas, God declares u s  r igh teous  -- "that  we might  b e  
made t h e  r igh te susness  of God i n  Him" ,  2 Cor, 5,211, 
"Neither is  there s a l v a t i o n  i n  any o t h e r ;  f o r  t k e r e  
i s  none other  nme under heaven given among men 
h e r e b y  we must be saved," A c t s  4 , 1 2 ,  

11, As God revealed t h i s  salvation to Sirneon, s o  a l s o  
ts i nd iv idua l s  today though  t h e  Gospel. A s  t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  l e d  Sirneon &a see the  Savior i n  t h e  f l e s h  wi th  
h i s  bodily eyes,  ss H e  Beads us ts see H i m  in t h e  Gos- 
p e l  w i t h  t he  eyes o f  f a i t h ,  A s  Sirneon could d e p a f i  
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in peace, so can all who have seen t h e  Lord's salva- 
t i o n  as it has been shorn them in t h e  Gospel  and who 
have accepted it w i t h  t h e  arms of faith, Christ and 
H i s  sa lvat ion axe indeed a " l i g h t  ta lighten t h e  
~eaa~ i l e s " .  J e s u s  s a i d ,  "I am the l i g h t  of the world;  
he that follawetka M e  shall have t h e  l igkl t  of life," 

m e n  t h e  shepherds learned of t h e  Savior and t h e  
salvation H e  brought ,  they told others .  50 should we 

MEW YEAR'S DAY 

John 1:16-918 G ,  F, Guldberg 

Many face new year w i t h  fear and anxiety. They 
need hope and guidance. Trus t ing  i n  self and t a p o r a l  
t h i n g s  does not  h e l p .  Di f ference  between believer 
and unbeliever,  S e t  a f f e c t i o n  on th ings  above. Look 
t o  C l i l r i s t  and H i s  Word, 

law, Even Christian imperfect, I,aw condefiins, We 
must look $0 person and o f f i c e  of Ckrtst f o r  
r 2 3  i t-n$, <->.*- SssgeL Cells 2s $le has fuf ~ I ~ P G  ,"! zaw 

. ,, 2nd suf- 
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F m T  YOU NEED FOR A BLESSED NEW YEAR - 
Matthew 4:%3-$7 Ahlert H, S t r a n d  

I, The Fulness -- of -- God's Grace. High on list far  
new year - grace o f  God, grace - H i s  loving kindness 
toward undeserved simers, John 3:16, Christ came 
as o u r  b ro the r  in f l e s h ,  Now have assurance of for -  
giveness o f  aPf s i n s ,  % John 3:8, Christ has recon- 
c i l e d  US %a heavenly Fa$fier by deatlr and resan9-rectlc~n, 
Eph, 4 .25 ,  Thi s  forgiveness ours by f a i t h  in Chr i s t ,  
S i n  s t i l l  c l i n g s  to us .  Mere s i n  abounded grace d i d  
mch  more abound, We have received grace upon grace 
(Luther) .  As waves wash to t h e  shorc so God's grace 
ever there,  more and mere, Ps, %03:11-12, I John 4:7 ,  

P I ,  The  s f  Law and --- T e x t ,  
The l a w  given by Moses* The person and l a w  of  Xoses 

o instruct i n  the  toxrect  understanding sf l a w  and 
mands an sinner gr ,~ the r ] .  24osal l a w  s~b1B binding 
pon a%$ wen, Man %y nature cannot meet, dmands o f  

Epiphany : Show, b r i n g  g o  l i g h t ,  become v i s i b l e ,  
appea r ,  manifestation, Christ showed M i m s e l E  t o  be 
t h e  Savior o f  t h e  wox%.d, 

1 * l f g h t  f-0 t h o s e  i.n dap.kneas .>:  inb belief, L i g h t  t o  
rhose il the shadow o$ death ( t h e  %ages cf s i n ) .  L i g h t  
a i:ieough t- - p ~ e a ~ h i ~ g  ~f Christ, 

T 

ii.. The light of the  preaching of C h r i s t ,  particularly 
$kp,  *-t-lr.- t j " a j g m i - i ~ a  I t i c . e e ~ B i , . L ~ a  of th& Gospel,, shc3ws f o r t h  t h e  grael.s~s -. 
l o ~ ~ e  of God i n  Christ. :ibis i igI i r  the Gospel is t h e  
in%&rumenk by -~&k'w, t h e  W ~ f y  S p i r i t  b r i n g  us see 
pt-9 ~ ~ : i a a s Q  ghsough the  eyes sf f a i t h ,  
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t h i n g s  does not  h e l p .  Di f ference  between believer 
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F m T  YOU NEED FOR A BLESSED NEW YEAR - 
Matthew 4:%3-$7 Ahlert H, S t r a n d  

I, The Fulness -- of -- God's Grace. High on list far  
new year - grace o f  God, grace - H i s  loving kindness 
toward undeserved simers, John 3:16, Christ came 
as o u r  b ro the r  in f l e s h ,  Now have assurance of for -  
giveness o f  aPf s i n s ,  % John 3:8, Christ has recon- 
c i l e d  US %a heavenly Fa$fier by deatlr and resan9-rectlc~n, 
Eph, 4 .25 ,  Thi s  forgiveness ours by f a i t h  in Chr i s t ,  
S i n  s t i l l  c l i n g s  to us .  Mere s i n  abounded grace d i d  
mch  more abound, We have received grace upon grace 
(Luther) .  As waves wash to t h e  shorc so God's grace 
ever there,  more and mere, Ps, %03:11-12, I John 4:7 ,  

P I ,  The  s f  Law and --- T e x t ,  
The l a w  given by Moses* The person and l a w  of  Xoses 

o instruct i n  the  toxrect  understanding sf l a w  and 
mands an sinner gr ,~ the r ] .  24osal l a w  s~b1B binding 
pon a%$ wen, Man %y nature cannot meet, dmands o f  

Epiphany : Show, b r i n g  g o  l i g h t ,  become v i s i b l e ,  
appea r ,  manifestation, Christ showed M i m s e l E  t o  be 
t h e  Savior o f  t h e  wox%.d, 

1 * l f g h t  f-0 t h o s e  i.n dap.kneas .>:  inb belief, L i g h t  t o  
rhose il the shadow o$ death ( t h e  %ages cf s i n ) .  L i g h t  
a i:ieough t- - p ~ e a ~ h i ~ g  ~f Christ, 

T 

ii.. The light of the  preaching of C h r i s t ,  particularly 
$kp,  *-t-lr.- t j " a j g m i - i ~ a  I t i c . e e ~ B i , . L ~ a  of th& Gospel,, shc3ws f o r t h  t h e  grael.s~s -. 
l o ~ ~ e  of God i n  Christ. :ibis i igI i r  the Gospel is t h e  
in%&rumenk by -~&k'w, t h e  W ~ f y  S p i r i t  b r i n g  us see 
pt-9 ~ ~ : i a a s Q  ghsough the  eyes sf f a i t h ,  



111, Because $he S p i r i t  o f  God has brought  u s  t o  see 
the l i g h t  sf C f s r f s t  through the Gospel, we  have botli 
a p r i v i l e g e  and a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  We have learned %o 
see t h e  astounding fulfillment of  the 016 Testament 
prophecies  i n  minute  d e t a i l ,  We have Learned t h a t  tIe 
i s  %he Savior o f  J e w  and Gentile, We see our entire 
world as the f i e l d  i n  w l a i e h  we operate to s i l sw  f o r t h  
khe Savior of t h e  wsrld, 

F 
1 

The "Christmas of t h e  Genti les" is a mission ap- 
peal t o  s t a r t  %he New Year by sharing Cod's Christmas 
present  ts t h e  world  wbeh a l l  p e o p l e  i n  the wor ld ,  
t h o s e  o f  our oim hausehold,  those r s f  oarr comrraun5ty, 
mase ou ts ide  OUT r2gi0fie Nazarethg i=aperhaaum, " t h e  
bo rde r s  s f  Zabulon and ?lephthalka 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPZPBANY 

John 7:14-18 George A, R, GuBlixson 

God" people go t o  Gsdas house, It I s  not su r -  
p r i s i n g  that Joseph and Xary found t h e i r  12 year o l d  
Son there,  "about H i s  Father's bu~iness"~ I n  our  t e x t  
we EBnd Him i n  t h e  t emple  egaiw- not  as a p u p i l  this 
t i n e ,  bug as a geacher, We could r i g h t l y  c a l l  H i m  

THE GREATEST TEACHER --- ---- 

lde$ u s  s i t  as H i s  f e e t ,  Pie learn t h a t  

8e was d i v i n e l y  inszructed, e 
Great store ~ ~ 7 ~ s  set by t:lze p e o p l e  sf ksus Qday, 

as 2-2 0 1 2 ~  day  .an eb,a.cazi.on.. ar "':egtIers" .;-,Is, They 
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& Q  H i s  d iv ine  nature ,  T h i s  i s  what those  who hea rd  
3 i m  i n  t h e  t m p l e  f a i l e d  ts recognize, 

I%. M e  t augh t  d i v i n e  truth, 

How @an we know t h e  krufh? Much confusion in oar 
day- many un i ve r s i t i e s  and colleges teach a ' d i a l ec t i c  
aateriaPPsmr ( exp la in ) ,  It reaches down t o  t h e  grade 
school %eve%, too- a ' ch i s  wsrldP philosophy which 
l ~ a v e s  Cad and t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  o u t  of a I I  cons idera-  
t i  But t h i s  is only a half-education, 

The v i s i b l e  Church p r e s e n t s  a s a d  p i c t u r e  with its 
d i v i d e d  state- many denominations-many sects-even o u r  
beloved Lueheran Church p r e s e n t s  a sad p i c t u r e ,  Some 
x~ouLd like t o  sweep a11 differences under one b i g  car- 
pee and tqSlfgs seek to*$rPde them by say ing  t hey  dona$ 
ex i s t  - b u t  t h a t  i s  bad house-keeping and bas ica l ly  
dishonest, But can we know? Faere and How? 

J e sus  teaches that: "'know from t h e  doctrine 
wf~ether  it be of  GO^'', W ~ e r e  is that? The B i b l e  o f  
coursee There Cod has spoken t o  H i s  people  f o r  3500 
years now - and t h i s  is not  i d l e  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  John 
5 : 3 9 ,  They ZeII o f  s i n  and grace, Who can deny t h e  
reality of sPn? But how much more g l o r i o u s  t h e  r ea l i ty  
o f  God's grace t h a t  Christ came to earn and preach 
about .  L e t  u s  ckeristn it - l e a rn  i t  - and sprcad  it! 

John 4 2 4  A h l e x t  W, Sexand 

gur Savior has something ts t e l l  us about  warship- 
* * ping i - l im,  He is quoted in &he Gospel 8C60PdlWg t O  %k, 

m * 

,jaw 4,:24 as s s y i n ~ :  "God- 6% a spirj-1:: snd they  chat 
C J  
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woman sensed this, Having met C h r i s t ,  she  went i n t o  
action t o  b r ing  her felhawmen to H i m ,  "Come,  see a 
man, which t s l d  me a l l  things t h a t  ever I. did," 

PI, The Samaritan woman used a  good approach. She 
d i d  no t  become d o p a t i c ,  She d i d  not  try t o  s e l l  a 
b i l l  of goods. She asked f o r  L h e ~ r  r eac t ion :  "Is not  
t h i s  the Christ?" 

111. She expla ined  t h e  i n s i g h t  tbre Messiah had into 
her L i f e  and t h e  grac ious  approach H e  had used. T h i s  
sl-ie d i d  on the  basis of tier ow& experience w i t h  Jesus .  
She c ~ u l d  n o t  change her p a s t  b u t  she  cat~Ld p i ck  up 
the  broken pieces and bring them to Jesus for r e s t o r a -  
t i o n  and become free t o  l i v e  a c o n s t r u c t i v e  l i f e .  

t 

I V s  Quick r e s u l t s  from sha r ing  t h e  Gospel are not 
o f t e n  a s  evident as i n  h e r  case, The men "went ou t  of 
the c i t y ,  and came t o  Jesus ."  God does no t  demand of 
us t h a t  w e  g e t  qu ick  results. I n  f a c t  God a lone  can 
cause people  t o  respond f avo rab ly  t o  our invitations, 
Our assignment is  t o  be f a i t h f u l  i n  sharing t h e  Good 
News. 

i-jer acEion i l lus$ra$es t h e  csnstructive excitement 
c% va~ahi-opjxig in si:~cerie;y and $ r u t h ,  

LAST SPSWDAY AFTER EPTPHAPIY 

Matthew 17 : 5 Ah le r t  H ,  S t rand  
r7- 7 h I R 3  SUNDAY AFTER EPlP'ilAN 

Bow do we  go about getting t h e  necessary instruc- 
t i on  f o r  a life t h a t  in ~od's s i g h t  is  worth l i v i n g ?  
The answer is: 

1 By Rearing him, Peter, James and John, received 
t h e  instruction they needed f o r  a l i f e  worth whi le .  

Jesus showed H i s  competence as an instructor by  
ge-mi t t ing  them $0 have an experknee  s f  3is g lo ry .  
T$ &hey reacted by wanting to retreat from l i f e ,  b u i l d  
tents f o r  Jesus, Hoses and E P i a s  because: "Pt i s  goad 
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tents f o r  Jesus, Hoses and E P i a s  because: "Pt i s  goad 



f o r  u s  t o  be  here," Jesus brsraghlk them d s m  from the  
mountain and plunged t h m  into diligent service of G d  
and man* 

II, 'F7e can't l i v e  on a mountain c u t  of f  from ou r  
f e l l o m e n  if we follow Christ's instructions t o  share 
o u r  experiences w i t h  o u r  f e l l o m e n ,  \?e hear H i m  tea- 
l i n g  u s  %o Live i n  t h e  delightful climate s f  H i s  love 
at the sane time as we go about  our  Bminess  of s h a r i n g  
H i s  love,  H i s  instruction p u t s  u s  i n t o  t h e  business of 
m e e t i n g  t h e  fundamental need of o u r  fe l lomen,  We do 
not promise three  s m p t u s u s  meals pe r  day9  a guaranteed 
annual  wage, low cost housinr and abundant recreation, 
Idlaat Jesus teaches us i s  to promise  forgiveness %?if sins 
through H i s  sacrificli al i?eat.la and justifying resurrec- 
t i on ,  

111, Can t h e  teachings of Jesus, who traveled about  on 
f o o t  and by boat  i n  a limited area have. meaning f o r  u s  
in t h e  age of space vehicles? Yes, Planas s o u l  i s  
d i s q u i g t e d ,  disconcerted and grop ing ,  H e  needs 
~hrist's teachings f o r  va l id  peace wi th in  and God- 
p l eas ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  o t h e r s *  

SEPTUAGES %P'ln SUNDAY 

Hatthew 1 9 ~ 2 7 - 3 0  Paul  E. JeckZin 

1 You Shall Receive A Reward, 

A, For your good works, They are necessary. 
Nos; enough to say, "'I believe - I have f a i t h , "  (Mt. 7:  
17-18; Eph. 2:10; Col. 1~10; T i t .  2 :14 )  They are done 
in response to @ads% g i f t  of grace - done f o r  H h  ("for 
my nme's sake" v . 2 9 ) .  Sha l l  be rewarded (a hundred- 
fold; eternal life ~ ~ 2 9 ) ~  (Mt, 16 :42 )  

B e  From t h e  treasury of grace, (1 P e t .  %:lo; 
2 Cor. 4 : 1 7 ;  Rom. 8:30) Grace is the  key i n  believer's 
life: saved by grace, lives responding to grace, hope 
f o r  the f u t u r e  based s n  grace, 

OR - 
XIe You Shall Receive A Papent. 

A, For your works. This is unbeliever's a t t i -  
eude, "'The more we d s  - the more Gad owes." Claim of 
merit; what one deserves because o f  h i s  l abor ,  (Rsa. 
2 : 6 )  Believer is ever tempted to  become too self- 
elated over h i s  spiritual blessings and p r iv i l edges  
and assume t h i s  a t t i t u d e .  (Cox. 12:7) Child of grace 
thus becomes a c h i l d  of wrath (""first becomes last" 
V ,  30) ,  

B. According t o  the  Law. Workrighteousness de- 
serves eternal condemnation ( G a l ,  3:M; Jawes 2:PO; 
P s ,  5 : s ;  Ram, 3 ~ 2 3 )  

Students on "Dean's L i s t "  understand: "burning 
Conclusion? "What Shall W e  Recieve?" Important the midnight oil,'' Successsful P u l l e r  Brush man 

quest ion!  Only t w o  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ! !  God help u s  to 
sing% door b e l l s  and goes after  h i s  customers. Expe- 
rience tells us ,  "The more we do - t h e  more w e  ge t . "  ever l i v e  i n  H f s  grace, h e n .  

A r i c h  young r u l e r  wouldn't give up h i s  possessions t o  
follow Je sus .  D i sc ip l e s  gave up everything (v. 27). 
They ~ssndered,  "mat S h a l l  We Receive?" Do we have 
t h e  same question? 

P t  ~7as getting on toward the  end o f  t h e  school 
Jesus says there are - two possibilities. year and L i t t l e  Jimmy and Mary were spending a lot of 

time w i t h  t h e i r  books in preparat ion fo r  the closing 
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examinations. The i r  grandmother had been s t a y i n g  at 
t h e i r  home now for a f e w  weeks and they  c o u b d n k  he lp  
b u t  n o t i c e  Iaow mush she read her B i b l e *  One day FZary 
wondered about this and a s k e d ,  "Wy do you stnpposs 
Grandma is always so busy reading her B i b h ? "  "'bnlelB, 
I don't real ly know," J i m y  r e p l i e d ,  "But perhaps she 
is cmraming f o r  her  f i n a l s ,  tess?" A t  t h i s  season og 
the year the days are g e t t i n g  Longer, b u t  f o r  each one 
og u s ,  w i th  every passing moment, our  l i f e ,  our  t h e  
o f  grace here sn earth i s  getting shorter, L e t  us can- 
s i d e r  OUT t e x t  under this thme: 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

I, "Abide with rneeeB,I  weed Thy presence every pas- 
s i n g  h~ur,..~Helg o f  $:be helpless, oh, ab ide  w i t h  me!" 
Jesus Christ ab ides  w i z k  u s  i n  H i s  I d s r d ,  " I f  ye con- 
tinue i n  My Word, ehen are ye my d i s c i p l e s  indeed;  and 
ye s h a l l  lrnsw t h e  t r a t h , ' '  John 8:3B-32. T h e  truth rc- 
garding sin and salvation, heaven and h e l l ,  zime and 
e terni ty .  J e sus  is " the  E igh t  of t h e  world," John 8:12, 
Following H i m  we  s h a l l  not go astray nor walk about  i n  
darkness sr doubt,  Make d i l i g e n t  u s e  of t h e  Means of 
Grace wh i l e  we may. ' " e d e a  t h e  time," Eph. 5:P6. 
L i f e  i s  b r i e f ,  Youth s p e e d s  away, Old age ssrnes 
quick ly .  " Y e t  a l i t t l e  while is t h e  Iighl:  w i t h  you. 
!?Talk while  ye have t h e  l i g h t , "  v, 35, "Thou art the  
Way, t h e  T r u t h ,  t h e  L i f e ;  Grant u s  t ha t  Way to knew, 
That Truth  t o  keep, t h a t  Life ta win, h o s e  joys eter- 
n a l  flow." (Mpn 3 5 5 ) .  The r e s u l t  s f  walking is  ta put  
behind you what was once befare you, Ta walk i n  the  
l i g h ~  i s  $0 put  behind you something d i s p l e a s i n g  i n  
t he  sight o f  God, To walk is also t o  leave f o o t p r i n t s ,  
Walking i n  the l i g h t  0% God's saving t r u t h  we are safe 
ourselves and also set a good example so  that o t h e r s  
be  not l e d  as t ray,  Believing in the Light (Jesus) we 
walk toward a goal--we know where we're going--to God 
and our  hme in heaven, 

11, " 'Swi f t  i t s  close ebbs o u t  life's little day, 
I f  we reject the l i g h t ,  then, like the J e w s  mentioned 
here,  we must walk i n  darkness, I f  we refuse to fo l -  
low t h c  Holy S p i r i t ' s  l ead ing ,  then we will grope 

about  in the b leak  darkness s f  our  o m  Messianic m i s -  
fnterpregations, The same sun m e l t s  w a x  and hardens 
c l a y ,  A g i m e  may came when a person's heart ,  once as 
3~ax i s  t ransfsmed t o  clay, If w? feel no need f o r  
God, mpentance, f a i t h ,  %orgiveness, then we're not 
ready f o r  our  f i n a l s ,  

Understanding t he  s a c r i f i c i a l  dea th  and j u s t i f y -  
ing  resurrection of Je sus  C h r i s t  beyond t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
event poses certain ,pro"olems. That becomes ev ident  
from Luke 1 8 ~ 3 1 - 3 4 ,  

UNBERSTMDENG THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 
P 

I, The twelve knew what had been written i n  t h e  Old 
Testament, They d i d  not  understand t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  sf  
these promises t o  Christ and to themselves, 

They observed that. being with Jesus brought ad- 
vantages, H e  could h e a l  the  s i ck ,  f eed  the  hungry, 
speak as never before  man had spoken, They could n o t  
truly g r a s p  His set o f  values, They argued about who 
should be greatest ,  They wanted f i r e  t o  come doem 
from heaven EQ eradicate those who d i d  n o t  show proper  
respect f o r  Jesus, They were thinking i n  terns of 
human reason not  i n  terms of t he  s a c r i f i c i a l  work of 
C h r i s t ,  

11, We may subsc r ibe  t o  t h e  ine r r ancy  o f  the  B ib l e ,  
such a f u l l  knowledge of the prophecies and t h e i r  
fulfillment that we can quo te  them from memory and 
y e t  not have a clear concept o f  t h e i r  application t o  
C h r i s t  and ta use 

Difficult to sense our need E s r  forgiveness, We 
may pray f o r  forgiveness and scarcely f i n i s h  the  
I I amen" before we are finding meuses f o r  our  s in s*  
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Our attitude o f t e n  g e t s  t o  be:  ''We're pretty 
goad, O God, if you would surround u s  -with be t te r  
peop le .  FT i t I i  i i n e  p e o p l e  about  u s ,  we would never 
s a y  OP do anyehing t h a t  i s  nee acceptable in your  
s i g h t ,  Actually, t hose  o the r  p e o p l e  need forgiveness 
more than we do, '"  

FIRST SUNDAY I N  LENT 

In Genesis 3 ?  wc have t h e  prophecy concerning the 
Seed o f  t h e  woznan and N i s  work sf crushing t h e  head of 
t h e  se rpen t ,  H i s  heel %;auld be bruised  i n  sa doing,  
H e  would have to s u f f e r ,  T h i s  is a prophecy o f :  

JESUS AND I f I S  PA4SSXON ----- - 
1, H e  announces it, verse 21, T-le must go to H i s  -- 
passion. 

4 1 -  It was because sf my s i n  that H e  must go. 
I %as i n  bondage under sin and $he devil, Ron. 6:17a; 
2 Car. 4 t h ;  I was without hope and without God in the 
world, Eph. 2 :12 ;  E was i n  a most t e r r i b l e  condition 
that w e l l  might s t r i k e  terror into my heart. 

B. Necessary f o r  me to realize this that I might 
know why C h r i s t  must go to H i s  suffering. The only 
way by which I could be  rescued was t h i s :  The Almighty 
One had to come and conquer t h e  d e v i l  ts release me 
from h i s  power, The perfect One had to came and suf fe r  
in my stead, The r ighteous  One had t o  give me H i s  
righteousnesse Me makes announcement of H i s  Esrth- 
coming passisn by which H e  won my release, and of H i s  
resurrect isn tha% proves that H e  accomplished it* 

71, The dev i l  t r i e d  to t u r n  J e s u s  away from H i s  vi- 
carious work, Me tempted Jesus ,  Matt, 4:1-11, There- 
f o r e ,  verse 2 2 ,  he used Peter as h i s  agent to try to 
l e ad  J e s u s  away from the  cross,  But Jesus d i d  not 

yie3.d f o r  one mment, verse 23. The f i n a l  v i c t o r y  is 
413 I $ i s  death, "It is f i n i s h e d * "  

111. No one can f u l l y  r e n l i z ~  t h e  y rea tness  o f  t h e  r i f t  
o f  Gad t o  US i n  Chraist 's passion, 

Insread of sin, a w r a t h f u l  God and dea th ,  we have 
t h e  forgiveness o f  s i n ,  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  a gracious God 
and l i f e  e ternal ,  

T h i s  makes u s  thankful, and we follot.;.s Jesus i n  
going f o r t h  r o  announce it $0 stllers, 
il 

SECOTJD SUNDAY f N 1,ENT 

Tli\li;e 7 : 36--50 P a u l  E,  Jeclclin 

W e  love in di rec t  r e l a t i o n  t o  the degree w e  ex- 
perienee the  l a v e  of God in C h r i s t  Jesus. 

"Your s i n s  are forgiven f o r  you loved much." 
Sounds l i k e  absolu t ion  from h i p p i e  p r i e s t ,  Rubs u s  
wrong; v io la tes  fundamental ar t ic le  of faith: Sola  
F f d e ,  Find ~ m e h  f a u l t  with t h i s  i d e a  until we real ize 
i t  comes from the l i p s  of Jesus. Poss ib ly ,  He's on ly  
suggesting: 

LOVE STIMUI,ATES LOVE ------- - 

1 Love Caused God To Fasgive, 

A ,  Be Became Man To Forg ive ,  B h P u s t r a t i o n  of 
o a r e a $ i c l ~ i l d  showing love  is expressed i n  many wzys - 
Z , ~ ~ P .  I,la,-,veness * real t;..at. God "k n~a-wy ways shows He i s  a 
:;ad u"lovr_. Siipreme dencrratra  ion - "iic became man,  " 
,;2hn 3~15 nrtgh$ be paraphrased,  "God so loved that in 
*- - . ,~ r i s t  i -e  Eo-j-sav~, " 

3 a *  - :ie Yenz TO S i r n 0 ~ ~ ' s  HOUSE. T'a F o r g i v e *  E n ~ i r e  
- _ -  a e - -- 
A I L ~  was an t:%ker ox rorgiveness, Accepted Simon's - c 

?-ag- i. 

i _ ~ l ~  , L a k Z o e a  so sabvaCisn rnigcf be oE5sred "a ssin~ers  : 
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SECOTJD SUNDAY f N 1,ENT 

Tli\li;e 7 : 36--50 P a u l  E,  Jeclclin 

W e  love in di rec t  r e l a t i o n  t o  the degree w e  ex- 
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LOVE STIMUI,ATES LOVE ------- - 
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3 a *  - :ie Yenz TO S i r n 0 ~ ~ ' s  HOUSE. T'a F o r g i v e *  E n ~ i r e  
- _ -  a e - -- 
A I L ~  was an t:%ker ox rorgiveness, Accepted Simon's - c 

?-ag- i. 

i _ ~ l ~  , L a k Z o e a  so sabvaCisn rnigcf be oE5sred "a ssin~ers  : 



A, Jesus YIP%us t ra t ion  Qv,  41-43] a 

B, Simones l ack  of love indicates h i s  Pack of 
f a i t h  i n  what Jesus offered, Jesus was nothing s p e c i a l  
to h i m  ( scorn  v, 39, no water v, 44, no kiss v ,  45, no 
o i l  v, 4 6 1 ,  

C P  The Woman's Ace O f  Love Indicates 2er Faithe 
Jesus was special  t o  t h i s  &na;im s i n n e r  and she showed 
i%* Fa~gBven- '~ fo r  she loved muca;," ( ~ ~ 4 7 )  Lave i s  
not: $he reason ..----- f o r  but t h e  proof --- of forgiveness, 

d l  e<*-.,"ta 9 -  (.z~al:;>are ~ z ,  59'' . nilzi, "It has  rained f o r  it i s  wet," -"- -- 
Wetness i s  t h e  ~ i s  itl.3"; p r ~ o f ,  % ~ y e  i s  vj..s-lble proof sf 
forgiveness, 

"Your s i n s  are forgiven f o r  you loved muchef '  
Beautiful words f o r  a believer to hear from t h e  P i p s  
s f  H I S  Savior! May Cod grant we t oo  may love much, 

THIRD S$fS';iDAY I N  LENT 

Many -- wish d e v i l  o u t  o f  existence,  A few years 
ago, debate on this msng  theologians  i n  Norway at- 
t r a c t e d  international attention, ":fight and dominance 
of e v i l  i n  t h e  world  (hard ly  t o  be contained by gsv- 
ernmcats) and i n  ourselves, t e l l s  US d e v i l  is real, 
Bible takes f o r  granted, 1 Peter 5 ~ 8 ,  I John 3 ~ 8 ,  
Tempzatisn, Getks~mane,  Gross,  Text sets  before us: 

THE WORD OF THE DEVIL AND THE 14ORD OF CHRIST ------------ 

1 The ward of t h e  dev i l s  i s  "Le t  us alone, ' '  

%I, The word of C h r i s t  is ""Csme s u t S P a  

"Legions" of demons, fallen angels .  Head is Sa- 
tan, or t h e  dev i l .  Catechism. Took over t h e  man's 
body and possession of h i s  f a c u l t i e s  3 3 .  Now a siege,  
attack, spasm, fit. - 3 4 .  3 5 .  -- Speaks  z e  devil's 
mind, Knows t h e  Lord,  H i s  nme, hometown, who H e  i s ,  
C f ,  PE#* Corn, and John 6:69. Satan and h o s t s  fear 
t h e i r  ultimaee state, to which %hey aze doomed, 2 P e t c s  
2:4; Jude 6 ;  Rev, 20:10, 

34R Cry of Satan and his followers today. O f t -  - -- cjsed ~ X I S ~  02 S:-rtaaa kasi1-y a;;bd eagerly learned;  Fact :  - - >'lie $evi l  and ~ l i F i e s ,  j-l@slh &n6 -- source 0.f re- 
b d l i o n  and sia in x s r l d  -- yours zoo! 

Christ says: 'Toome o u t  o f  h i m , "  P e o p l e  a l r eady  
impressed w i t h  C h r i s t ' s  Word. 32.  Astonished almost t o  
scupef action. Not l $ k e  cu t  a n d d r i e d  legal mouthillgs 
o f  average rabbi ,  Hit the mark w i ~ h  power of Uord. 
Rom. 1:15. Law and G .  p ie rced  through,  ileb. 4 : 1 2 .  
John 6:63 and 68; 7:4Qo 

h little hubbub in the service. 36.  "Word:" 
Wonderful teaching, s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by such works ! 
There can be  no peace between C h r i s t  and the d e v i l .  
Chr is t ians ,  like Chr i s t ,  are here t o  destroy the  works 
of t he  d e v i l  and there can be  no peace between them 
and e v i l ,  Essence af sanctification?? Essence of mis- 
s ion work?! To the p l e a  " L e t  u s  alone" r e p l y  of Chris-  
tian:: "Come out , ' '  

FOURTH SUNDAY ,IN LENT 

3?hz 5 , 36 Thomas Muster 

r coul2 never :qorsi-j,ip a Cod. 1ik.r: that." Common 
5'.c3 % Jp~;3  T -. -r - - -WPaTs  ij!J;g.,,i We %el1 s 2 - ~ k -  d i i , ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ e r s  #-\' - t h a t  God demawded 

rii?l szeisf:3czion $ 0 ~  s i n ,  a i l e  d e ~ e h  of mrn Son, 

T4E JESUS REVBILEB %BE JESUS WE MEED - -----Me- *- - 



A, Jesus YIP%us t ra t ion  Qv,  41-43] a 

B, Simones l ack  of love indicates h i s  Pack of 
f a i t h  i n  what Jesus offered, Jesus was nothing s p e c i a l  
to h i m  ( scorn  v, 39, no water v, 44, no kiss v ,  45, no 
o i l  v, 4 6 1 ,  

C P  The Woman's Ace O f  Love Indicates 2er Faithe 
Jesus was special  t o  t h i s  &na;im s i n n e r  and she showed 
i%* Fa~gBven- '~ fo r  she loved muca;," ( ~ ~ 4 7 )  Lave i s  
not: $he reason ..----- f o r  but t h e  proof --- of forgiveness, 

d l  e<*-.,"ta 9 -  (.z~al:;>are ~ z ,  59'' . nilzi, "It has  rained f o r  it i s  wet," -"- -- 
Wetness i s  t h e  ~ i s  itl.3"; p r ~ o f ,  % ~ y e  i s  vj..s-lble proof sf 
forgiveness, 

"Your s i n s  are forgiven f o r  you loved muchef '  
Beautiful words f o r  a believer to hear from t h e  P i p s  
s f  H I S  Savior! May Cod grant we t oo  may love much, 

THIRD S$fS';iDAY I N  LENT 

Many -- wish d e v i l  o u t  o f  existence,  A few years 
ago, debate on this msng  theologians  i n  Norway at- 
t r a c t e d  international attention, ":fight and dominance 
of e v i l  i n  t h e  world  (hard ly  t o  be contained by gsv- 
ernmcats) and i n  ourselves, t e l l s  US d e v i l  is real, 
Bible takes f o r  granted, 1 Peter 5 ~ 8 ,  I John 3 ~ 8 ,  
Tempzatisn, Getks~mane,  Gross,  Text sets  before us: 

THE WORD OF THE DEVIL AND THE 14ORD OF CHRIST ------------ 

1 The ward of t h e  dev i l s  i s  "Le t  us alone, ' '  

%I, The word of C h r i s t  is ""Csme s u t S P a  

"Legions" of demons, fallen angels .  Head is Sa- 
tan, or t h e  dev i l .  Catechism. Took over t h e  man's 
body and possession of h i s  f a c u l t i e s  3 3 .  Now a siege,  
attack, spasm, fit. - 3 4 .  3 5 .  -- Speaks  z e  devil's 
mind, Knows t h e  Lord,  H i s  nme, hometown, who H e  i s ,  
C f ,  PE#* Corn, and John 6:69. Satan and h o s t s  fear 
t h e i r  ultimaee state, to which %hey aze doomed, 2 P e t c s  
2:4; Jude 6 ;  Rev, 20:10, 

34R Cry of Satan and his followers today. O f t -  - -- cjsed ~ X I S ~  02 S:-rtaaa kasi1-y a;;bd eagerly learned;  Fact :  - - >'lie $evi l  and ~ l i F i e s ,  j-l@slh &n6 -- source 0.f re- 
b d l i o n  and sia in x s r l d  -- yours zoo! 

Christ says: 'Toome o u t  o f  h i m , "  P e o p l e  a l r eady  
impressed w i t h  C h r i s t ' s  Word. 32.  Astonished almost t o  
scupef action. Not l $ k e  cu t  a n d d r i e d  legal mouthillgs 
o f  average rabbi ,  Hit the mark w i ~ h  power of Uord. 
Rom. 1:15. Law and G .  p ie rced  through,  ileb. 4 : 1 2 .  
John 6:63 and 68; 7:4Qo 

h little hubbub in the service. 36.  "Word:" 
Wonderful teaching, s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by such works ! 
There can be  no peace between C h r i s t  and the d e v i l .  
Chr is t ians ,  like Chr i s t ,  are here t o  destroy the  works 
of t he  d e v i l  and there can be  no peace between them 
and e v i l ,  Essence af sanctification?? Essence of mis- 
s ion work?! To the p l e a  " L e t  u s  alone" r e p l y  of Chris-  
tian:: "Come out , ' '  

FOURTH SUNDAY ,IN LENT 

3?hz 5 , 36 Thomas Muster 

r coul2 never :qorsi-j,ip a Cod. 1ik.r: that." Common 
5'.c3 % Jp~;3  T -. -r - - -WPaTs  ij!J;g.,,i We %el1 s 2 - ~ k -  d i i , ~ ~ ~ ~ e ~ e r s  #-\' - t h a t  God demawded 

rii?l szeisf:3czion $ 0 ~  s i n ,  a i l e  d e ~ e h  of mrn Son, 

T4E JESUS REVBILEB %BE JESUS WE MEED - -----Me- *- - 



o ~ m  desires * P e o p l e  sought l i i m  m, 24-25, But ex- 
pected H i m  $Q canfam t o  t h e i r  desire Y *  2 5 5 ,  Wanted 
znatesial  t h i n g s ,  Would work v, 28,, i f  payoff was 
gwaran~eed w e  30-31, 

 hat's a contemporary a t t i t u d e ,  Desire a p o l l t i -  
r_al r a d i c a l ,  ~ e ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ n a r y ,  s ~ ~ v e r  ~f ~ a c i a l  problem: 
hunger and racism, Try ts tenaodel J e sus  to their oVm 
spec i f i ca t ions  , 

Ides,, tempted to be selfish, want a heavenly 
"~a-c~ma,"' L i t t L e  g i r l -  s k i p p e d  prayer, M g l t i ~ e r  asked 
why. "T , dsn't want anything tg-anight," UnYaderesti'b~:ate 
O T ~ I  sinsu as s e r i o ~ ~ s  as those sf s the rs ,  Tilink 
of $he canforts and joys  of Christianity, ignor ing  
$he responsibilitiec :cP:he  Gospe l ,  

11, Jesus fills aur needs, not our natural desires, 

Be pleads with us t o  turn our attention away 
from ma~er j -a l i s t ic  ~-saBues, away from selfishness v, 26, 
In  spice our inadequate responses, tie k i n g s  H i s  t r u t h  
t o  us ( p a s s i m ) .  

Urges  u s ,  ve 26, i n t o  spiritual consciousness in- 
stead of materialistic preoccupation, i n t o  spiritual 
diseesnmzlenk, v. 3 2 ,  g iv ing  us God's v iew,  provides 
noz~rishmcnt,  vv, 27 and 3 3 ,  f o r  humble S a i e h  as oux 
basic response v, 2 9 ,  

FIFTH SUHDATf IN LENT 

Luke 1 ~ 3 9 - 4 5  J, W, Earson 

Christ was born, l ived ,  died, rose again t o  beccme 
ou r  Redeemer. We are  saved by  he grace o f  God through 
f a i t h  in our Redeemer, 

-42- 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF BELIEVING I N  CHRIST 

I. Everyone b e l i e v e s  i n  something o r  someone. Athe- 
ist a f o o l .  Ps, l4 :1 ,  Agnostic E ~ l i e v e s  he c a n ' t  
know* Searches f o r  proof i n  wisdom of t h e  world,  I 
Core 1; 2 Tim. 3 : 7 .  Humanist b e l i e v e s  i n  man, Man 
dead i n  t r e s p a s s e s  and s i n s ,  wi thout  s p i r i t u a l  under- 
s tanding .  I Cor. 2 : l L  None of t h e s e  has joy of be- 
l i e v i n g ,  "Whistl ing i n  t h e  darkness ."  "Bubble of 
t h e i r  o p t h i m "  w i l l  b u r s t ,  

11. Blessedness  of b e l i e v i n g  i n  C h r i s t  shown by 
E l i zabe th .  "The babe leaped i n  my womb f o r  joy." 
Believed t h e r e  would b e  a "performance of those  
t h i n g s  ..." Believed i n  t h e  C h r i s t  t o  be  born of Plary. 
"The mother of my Lord .  " She  experienced b lessedness  
of having her  f a i t h  rest upon C h r i s t ,  t h e  Rock. ?fatt. 
7 ~ 2 4 - 2 5  i n  l i g h t  of l l a t t .  16:16-18. Hymns: "How Firm 
a Poundat ion .  "  not^ I Have Found, , , Foundat ion .  " 

1 x 1 .  Blessedness  of not  being i n  a daze.  Cf. Syndi- 
ca t ed  columnist ,  Sydney Harris, 9/2/70,  I fa i ly  Cour ie r ,  
Waterloo, Iowa. " . . . th ings  are changing f a s t e r  than  
w e  can keep up wi th ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  are i n  a daze." 
Con t r a s t  t h i s  w i th  "I know,,," 2 Tim, l : l 2 ,  Rom. 8: 
38-39. Eph. %:I%, 'I P e t e r  1 ~ 2 5 .  

"E%essed is  she t h a t  be l ieved ."  

PALM SUNDAY 

S, E.  L e e  

Garments - carpeted streets - a sea cf waving 
palm branches,-the shouts  of t h e  m u l t i t u d e s  s ing ing  t h e  
Messianic Hymn,-the d e l i g h t f u l  chorus o f  children's 
oices - all t h e s e  combine t o  give t h i s  first Palm Sun- 

ay,  fes t ive  a i r .  But i n  t h e  midst o f  t h i s  joy- 
ging w e  note a deep overtone of pa thos  and 
a l y .  The L a b  s f  God i s  about to b e  l e d  to 



o ~ m  desires * P e o p l e  sought l i i m  m, 24-25, But ex- 
pected H i m  $Q canfam t o  t h e i r  desire Y *  2 5 5 ,  Wanted 
znatesial  t h i n g s ,  Would work v, 28,, i f  payoff was 
gwaran~eed w e  30-31, 

 hat's a contemporary a t t i t u d e ,  Desire a p o l l t i -  
r_al r a d i c a l ,  ~ e ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ n a r y ,  s ~ ~ v e r  ~f ~ a c i a l  problem: 
hunger and racism, Try ts tenaodel J e sus  to their oVm 
spec i f i ca t ions  , 

Ides,, tempted to be selfish, want a heavenly 
"~a-c~ma,"' L i t t L e  g i r l -  s k i p p e d  prayer, M g l t i ~ e r  asked 
why. "T , dsn't want anything tg-anight," UnYaderesti'b~:ate 
O T ~ I  sinsu as s e r i o ~ ~ s  as those sf s the rs ,  Tilink 
of $he canforts and joys  of Christianity, ignor ing  
$he responsibilitiec :cP:he  Gospe l ,  

11, Jesus fills aur needs, not our natural desires, 

Be pleads with us t o  turn our attention away 
from ma~er j -a l i s t ic  ~-saBues, away from selfishness v, 26, 
In  spice our inadequate responses, tie k i n g s  H i s  t r u t h  
t o  us ( p a s s i m ) .  

Urges  u s ,  ve 26, i n t o  spiritual consciousness in- 
stead of materialistic preoccupation, i n t o  spiritual 
diseesnmzlenk, v. 3 2 ,  g iv ing  us God's v iew,  provides 
noz~rishmcnt,  vv, 27 and 3 3 ,  f o r  humble S a i e h  as oux 
basic response v, 2 9 ,  

FIFTH SUHDATf IN LENT 

Luke 1 ~ 3 9 - 4 5  J, W, Earson 

Christ was born, l ived ,  died, rose again t o  beccme 
ou r  Redeemer. We are  saved by  he grace o f  God through 
f a i t h  in our Redeemer, 

-42- 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF BELIEVING I N  CHRIST 

I. Everyone b e l i e v e s  i n  something o r  someone. Athe- 
ist a f o o l .  Ps, l4 :1 ,  Agnostic E ~ l i e v e s  he c a n ' t  
know* Searches f o r  proof i n  wisdom of t h e  world,  I 
Core 1; 2 Tim. 3 : 7 .  Humanist b e l i e v e s  i n  man, Man 
dead i n  t r e s p a s s e s  and s i n s ,  wi thout  s p i r i t u a l  under- 
s tanding .  I Cor. 2 : l L  None of t h e s e  has joy of be- 
l i e v i n g ,  "Whistl ing i n  t h e  darkness ."  "Bubble of 
t h e i r  o p t h i m "  w i l l  b u r s t ,  

11. Blessedness  of b e l i e v i n g  i n  C h r i s t  shown by 
E l i zabe th .  "The babe leaped i n  my womb f o r  joy." 
Believed t h e r e  would b e  a "performance of those  
t h i n g s  ..." Believed i n  t h e  C h r i s t  t o  be  born of Plary. 
"The mother of my Lord .  " She  experienced b lessedness  
of having her  f a i t h  rest upon C h r i s t ,  t h e  Rock. ?fatt. 
7 ~ 2 4 - 2 5  i n  l i g h t  of l l a t t .  16:16-18. Hymns: "How Firm 
a Poundat ion .  "  not^ I Have Found, , , Foundat ion .  " 

1 x 1 .  Blessedness  of not  being i n  a daze.  Cf. Syndi- 
ca t ed  columnist ,  Sydney Harris, 9/2/70,  I fa i ly  Cour ie r ,  
Waterloo, Iowa. " . . . th ings  are changing f a s t e r  than  
w e  can keep up wi th ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  are i n  a daze." 
Con t r a s t  t h i s  w i th  "I know,,," 2 Tim, l : l 2 ,  Rom. 8: 
38-39. Eph. %:I%, 'I P e t e r  1 ~ 2 5 .  

"E%essed is  she t h a t  be l ieved ."  

PALM SUNDAY 

S, E.  L e e  

Garments - carpeted streets - a sea cf waving 
palm branches,-the shouts  of t h e  m u l t i t u d e s  s ing ing  t h e  
Messianic Hymn,-the d e l i g h t f u l  chorus o f  children's 
oices - all t h e s e  combine t o  give t h i s  first Palm Sun- 

ay,  fes t ive  a i r .  But i n  t h e  midst o f  t h i s  joy- 
ging w e  note a deep overtone of pa thos  and 
a l y .  The L a b  s f  God i s  about to b e  l e d  to 



- T X @ we b,-.,ave faro."ve.,ness of s$ns, Jesus died f o r  
s:: - * -- 
,-, :.ns, .;$as r a i s e d  E ~ ~ ~ ~ I - J .  if;~ ~ U P  : ~ ~ ~ t i f - j ~ - s t i o n ~  R O E ~  A :  25- 

, -9 e - 1  2u1: b y  g o i y  Spj -c i% w z  D ~ I Z ~ V ~  and  hzLve supreaae 
- s c n E o r L ,  peace, Beach loses i t s  te r ror ,  s i n  I t s  
;>&:wer, :'he aevik ' i ~ j  s influence, T Cor , %5:19f f , 

' i ' lartin Luther  says i n  preaching on t h i s  t e x t :  
2 1x7 awow y e ,  then - s i n ,  dea th ,  d e v i l ,  and eve ry th ing  
t h a t  assai ls  q-ie - tha t  you are miss ing  t h e  mark, 1 am 
not one a f  zhcse who are afraid af you, FOP Christ, 
ay dear Lord has preseneed to me that t f i t lmph and vic- 
t o r y  of B i s  13x4 wFzrt;~:Z2 you were l a i d  l o w ,  And from $his  
very g iPc  o? H i s  I J ~ r i v e  my carfie and am. called a 
p;-.--+ , , lL,seian, T h e r  e~ a3 h 2 t f ~ e r  reasoza, : - y  s i n  and death 

hilag a b o ~ t  : ~ S S  nee*. .;a ;?a.;d Fr iday ,  b u t  on t h e  day of 
- * 2 ,nsce~ :hey 3ave cor::pj- 9 c b 2 i v  d i-ar- ;, ue.eared, This v i c t o r y  
2e has :32:2towe2 ou ne, " 

,J a tpn ;"" ;" i- -- " -a - 
L $- -: ~j. 6 James d, L~i%a 
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THE WAY THAT LEADS TO ETEWAL L I F E  --- 

I .  Yo6 t h e  way of self-direction, I j isciples f o l l n w e d  
t he i r  o m  inelinatisns* Went f i s h i n g ,  R e s u l t .  Fished 
all n i g h t  b u t  caught  nothi.ng. Same today.  Fo i lowing  
human reasan not  way to heaven, Such a n i g h t  on the 
"sea o f  l i f e "  a s  fruitless as t h e  one t h e  d i s c i p l e s  
spent  s n  sea of Galilee, 

$1, The way t h a t  l e a d s  t o  eternal l i f e  i s  C h r i s t  Qi- 
rected. Symbolized by d i sc ip les  directed by Christ t o  
lower n e t s ,  Unexpected succcss, F u l l  n e t s ,  

Our reason and ~~~~lsptioarnal conditioning d i r e c t s  us 
to t h e  Law ca earn our way $0 heaven, C h r i s t  d i rec&s 
u s  to t h e  G o s p e l ,  t h c  good news a b a u ~  f S i s  v i c a r i su s  
atonement. God's vrnt l i  over o u r  s i n s  satisfied by 
~hrfst's saerificc, IT, 5 3 ~ 6 ;  2 Car* 5:39, 

k P  Wil l ing  $0 s e n e ,  ReHa%e h i s e o r y  l e a d i n g  to t h r e e -  
f o l d  question, Peter's promise ,  d e n i a l ,  repentance, 
p o s s i b l e  wondering if s t i l l  i n  good grace of Savior ,  
Wi l l i ng  t o  feed f l o c k ,  Willingness to se rve  still mark 
o f  t r u e  C k i r i s  t ian  lave ,  ''i\io& l o r d s ,  , , etLs;mp1cs7' (1 
Peter 5 : 3 ) ,  ALL should be  w i l l i n g  t o  s e r v e ,  young and 
o l d ,  P r o m i s e  - " s h a l l  eat t h e  good of t h e  Pawd" ( I s .  
1 : P 9 ) *  Wpnary 457 ,  2, 

11, Love willing to f o l l o w ,  N o t  s e l f - w i l l e d  b u t  fsX- 
l o w  Christ's di rec t ives .  "Fo l l ow  m e , "  P Peten: 2:2B, 
Road of s u f f e r i n g ,  Ram,  8Af8, 2 Cor, 4 ~ 1 . 7 ,  Worth it? 
AsaphPs experiences, Psalm 73,  Bear t h e  c r o s s  - wear 
t h e  crotm, 18;39, 

1 x 1 ,  Love content  w i k h  what God has  revealed.  Peter 
ovcrly anxious t o  know w h a t  would happen t o  John. Too 

The Moly S p i r i e  working through t h e  words o f  preoccupied with what s t h e r s  are going t o  do may re- 
Chr i s t  conLPinced t h e  d i s c i p l e s  t o  do w h a t  Jesus d i -  duce our  own. c a p a c i t y  f o r  s e r v i c e ,  Love r e s t r a i n s  u s  
rected them to do. The S p i r i t  of God working through from probing what God has not  revealed, "Follow thou 
t h e  Gospe l  persuades  us  t o  be l i eve  i n  C h r i s t  as our  me." Hpnary 505, I. 
"door1' i n t o  the eternal inheritance in heaven, 
John 3~16, 

Because God has brought us  t o  believe i n  J e s u s  THIRD SLJNDAY AFTER EASTER 
Chr i s t  f o r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  redemption, e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  w e  

ask H i m  to grant u s  grace ts show our  thankfulness  John 17:L-8 Pau l  Madson 
through l i v e s  ded i ca t ed  t o  H i m  anand devoted t o  t h e  ser- 
v i c e  of our  f e l l o m e n ,  Most familiar prayer i s  L o r d ' s  Prayer,  L e s s  

know= b u t  equal ly  impor tan t  f s "highpriestly praye r*  Ii 
Sublime prose  and exalted content ,  Indicates: 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 

.J One word describes Christian r e l i p i o n  - LOVE. 
; Gad's love Enr us. Our love for God.  Distinguish 

between the  two. Gad's f i r s t ,  perfect. Our love ses- 
a p e e  Cornpare sun and moon, reflee- 

2 tdon o f  sun, TexE d a ~ o n s t ~ a t e s :  
@ 

g 

THE GLORY OF G O D ' S  PRIESTLY W O N  - -- 

1, G i v e s  $ lo ry  to  God, Glory  not at f i rs t  apparent ,  
Appeared helpless  and unsuceessSul, Bid not make f u l l  
*%se 0% W i s  d i v i n e  power* Father g l o r i f i e d  by dea th  
and resurrect%on o f  Son, God g l o r i f i e d  where Gospel 

nenc of H i s  plan f o r  salvation, Philippians 2:11,  
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11. C h r i s t  'S priestly t*~o~ork b r i n g s  g?.ory of sal,va+-icn P T  T -+ joy uueeause ZIe rcahizes the dangers which ccn- 
t o  bel ievers ,  Isa iah 53:11, Only sgie salvagfon Y, 3, 

front :IS. 
tie finis21ed t h e  work of gaiwiwg sa lva t ioz~  for xi2eq1 

* .  
V. 4. 132 fu i ;u re  i , s  guhness of i21iss a n ~ i  k z l n r y  ~l~~ ri 

" 9 x  8-  
A, l i e  knows b:;;.orld i ia: $ 2 ~  0 2 ;  because we re jec t  -,if5 

[ ~ ~ ~ b , , l - , T  677 sa lva t i an 'hmad~ possi .b lc  $he comfsrr, of 
" - -  , philosoplzy s f  life, e g ,  , man evolved, 18fe  meani~ig--  looking f o ~ ~ ~ d  20 glory wen a.1~;. 1 3 % ~  sac-- 

- .  
'?i Gnrn 

r - j f i cPab  su.cfepj-nsz c ., a,;-ld dcs$h,  Jsh.n 6241,), and p u r p o s e 1 . e ~ ~ ~  d e a t h  ends  a l l ,  

-cprro 
x ~ u n T i i  SUNDAY AFTER ZASTER 

= z E C f l ~ $ s $  1 2 u i n . t ~  to H i s  Word as means by v h i c k  ' a i v i ng  i i a  3 i:rrsls age, p e ~ ~ p ~ ~ ~  do not have arc brought  ex] " a i t h  (v, 9 2-13] , ( s a n c t i f  icatisn i n  
s ~ v : ~  c ~ t i o o k  oa l i f e ,  God-fearing attitude i s  chal- Sroad sense),  r n s ~ a ~ ~ s  by which wc are  preserved in "dl2 ?s~c-,yJ, jgy * n~~~-jm%nism. R e s ~ l l t  confusion,  Chris:ian may 

f a i t h  bv r ~ h i e i l  1~71: 272 ct3ndi t ioned to 't?r"irig f o r t h  t i t L  

;~e uncertain abouc re-iblaining t r u e  to Chrr$s&, 'Text f r u i t s  s f  f a i t h  (v, 3-31 , zC?tint2raCt% this uncertainty, 9% ind ica tes  that : 

Cf-iWIST 3 SXAYER FOR PERSUEMENGE -"-- _= -- ----XC_I.-----.--_- ~ ,--,--.-.s-w.p 

-f 4 r q.3 7 --7 
-- 

i i q 4  i.ir:-& 'FArKW Is E.EA,S()N FQW JOY . ex--* - ,-.-.---------_._----I. _ --.-.----.-*------ 

Joy because we ay:e 1 3 % ~  gv, 9 1 ,  

- - -  9- i 4 7 "- 
r _ Z  j . , , + i 2 .  , S O  Easy 20 

:3s73ecLaJAlY cance;t-;lea aboi -.as- p h e P 9  .~=*.ua- Father :-;as + n 

---a - 
4 ?-$op<3;*2c> .* - :,:r-;-**-..---- 

given iH%ya Q-q, ~ ~ - 3  r;b 
... ,.-.,,s,c,s,d . dp-,%i~cLgec4i <-n s u c h  adda~~~.-e ,'-, ,e c:ircurnstances, But 

3 / S - d ]  ?' ? i q  : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ e ~  ta:g2 zze nacsea bI7 t'ble 3 .,,,id ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~ f ,  Be shows 
g 3 @ s35.+- * -* -. 
3 a = iAh .3e~  has g-raciousiy c r ~ . I v ~ n  b -- xO 9.irn, l%qlaz 
I belon5s 2k.e E's2her belnngs to c:irasc (v, 10) . 
1 
# --48- 
I 
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CHRIST 9 SMYER FOR HIS CHURCH 

X e For those who do t h e  work of t h e  kingdom, vv, 18- 
John 1 7 ~ 2 4 - 2 6  hhlert He Strand 

19 .  ~ h @ y  are sen t  with t h e  same purpose  as Chris% - The r e p o r t  of t h e  Gospels,  the  t e s t b o n y  of tile 
e f ,  John 20:21e - salvation of soulsD Need f a r  t h i s  Bask o f  Acts,  t h e  references sf  t h e  E p i s t l e s ,  t h e  
i n  view of population explosion and de te r io ra t ion  o f  ictagery of the Book Revelat ion,  g i v e  u s  a preview o f :  
r e l i g i o n .  T h i s  rather than a d i s c o u r a g a ~ e n t  i s  a 
challenge* C h r i s t  "'sanctif Zed WimsePf" , gave hkmse l f  
as a sacri%$ee t~ prepa re  sa lvat ion,  Th i s  is  the only 

THE GLORY WE SHARE WITH CIIRIST 

w o s 2 h ~ ~ h i l e  and e f g e c t i v e  message, D i s c i p l e s  r m a i n f n g  I, We behold H i s  g l o r y ,  not  only as specta tors  b u t  
i n  the t r u t h  o f  %Rat Word (fargiven and saved by f a i t h  as participants, We v i e w  and share t h e  g l o r y  insep-  
i n  C h r i s t )  will f i n d  t h e  strength $0 bear ehae message a r a b l y  l inked  with H i s  human na tu re  in H i s  s t a t e  of 
&a others* G E e  1 Cox0 6:11; Web. 2:1P. exa%tat ion ,  
-9- ax, Christ grays for zbe unity o f  the  church, vv, 20- 
21, H i s  prayer is aisw f a r  f u t u r e  believers - those 
who  are won f o r  Chr i s t  by Zhe Gospel preaching QS t h e  
d i s c i p l e s .  ITis Faaver i s  f o r  u n i t y  s f  faith--oneness 
&a doctrine,  s f ,  Rome P2:5; Eph, 4:13-16,  This is the 
basfe unity sf the whole Christian Church, t h e  Com- 
munion of Saints, wherever is i s  found i n  the  world, 
By f a i ~ h ,  i nd iv idua l  Christians have a u n i t y  similar to 
che uniey  between the  Pather  and t h e  Son--The Godhead, 
Complete misunderstanding sf t h i s  passage by t h e  ecu- 
menical msvemcnt whish stresses outxgard merger at she 
expense o f  pure doctr ine ,  

XI%, Chris2 prays f o r  the exaltation sf  t h e  church, 
'Fhe Church's unity o f  dactriae and f a i t h  i s  I t s  presene 
g l a r y  before  the  w o r l d -  Thus i t  sIzases Cllristss glory. 
e$ - M a t t - ; ,  $9:28, This Eestirnswy should make the world 
g e a l % z e  t i :e  love of fh r fs$  an6 tf:e of ziae Father  
EOX= a l l  people, 515-12 $ i m ~  serve as a mission t o o l ,  
An ~ x a ~ n p l e  sf :klzlmace and g i a r f ~ u ~  u n i e v  of eeer-- 
n d t y  is t h ~  ppssence cf  C h r i s t  and t h e  Sacher, 

11, Sharing %he g l o r y  of Jesus is a p . r fv i l ege  of 
zrace bestowed upon ys .  By grace, we are mong those 
' 'YJII~CII Thou h a s t  given M e ,  ' *  By nature  we do not  know 
t h e  Father  of o u r  Lord J e s u s  Chris$. Our Savior has 
made t he  Father's name knom to us w i t h  all the  conno- 
tations of g rac ious  l o v e ,  By grace,  w e  know t h a t  OUP 
heavenly Father sent His only begotten Son t o  humble 
H i m s e l f  and become obedient un to  dea th  f o r  o u r  re- 
dm-pt ton,  By grace, we know that ou r  h e a v e d y  Fa the r  
has h igh ly  exalted H i m  f o r  H i s  sacr i f ice  on our  be- 
h a l f ,  By grace, the Ifoly Ghost has dram u s  to Christ 
through the  Gospe l ,  

111, We experience small samples o f  t h i s  g l o r y  while 
we are still here i n  H i s  kingdom o f  grace, We are 
w i t h  our  Savior because Xe i s  i n  u s  through our  God- 
given f a i t h ,  We here  and i ~ s w  share i n  a s m a U  measure 
Zhe g l o r y  s f  B f s  resurrection and ascension,  T h i s  
present shar ing  i s  only  a small p r e v i e w  s f  t h e  g l o r y  
we s h a l l  s h a r e  w i t h  H i m  in our  eternal, face-to-face 
rebashanship in t h e  f i f e  t h a t  awaits u s  i n  heaven, 
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THE GLORY WE SHARE WITH CIIRIST 
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PEXTECOST 

John 15: l -11 Ahlert W, Strand 

",,,the Moly Spirit was to be  and indeed is the 
only true v i ca r  sf Christ on earth" (The -- - - --- Half Know1 
God, Lorenze 'Junderlich,  p ,  771,  The iioby Spirit -- 
brings about: 

THE INTIPNTE UNION OF BELIEVERS WITH CHRIST - -- 

I* The Holy Ghost creates in us the faith by which 
w e  arc grafted into C h r i s t ,  Works through Gospel, 
heard, read, esnweeced w i t h  baptism. V .  19 .  Jesus 
spoke preceding and following context. Holy Spirit 
worked through word,' ZnEimate uxion  between persons 
of T r i n i t y ,  involvemnt sf all, Cf. Half Known God, 
n e  66, 12 Line. from bot tom.  

11, Branches drawing nourisllment and support from 
v i n e  b r i n g  f o r t h  fruit. C f ,  Concordia Triglbotta, 587, 
16.  Cod works in us t o  will and do. P h i l i p p i a n s  2:13, 
So closely connected with vine that we can't exist 
without Him, A p a r t  from Him we can do nothing, wither, 
u n f r u i t f u l ,  branches f o r  burning, C f ,  Lenski, p. 1010, 
Unattached to the vine, humanity pollutes environment 
w i t h  se l f - r ighteousness  and imorallty. 

111, This intimate and indispensible union with Christ 
is s f  great  comfort and hope to us* Romans 8 :32 -39 ,  
It assures u s  s f  t h e  Love of t h e  Father, Son and Holy 
Ghos t ,  

A l s o  serves to g u i d e  u s  in our a s p i r a t i o n s ,  "'Re- 
main Tn my love ,"  Philippians 2:1%a--L6, IZebrews 11, 
- T e r e r  1:3-33, T h i s  i s  important $e u s  in a. t i m e  
v:ipp --. z77pl-a?r~ - ^ * -  LpLaa$s ~ ~ - ; h : ~ ~ ~  <-cCe 2: se:kb E T P c ~ ~ c e p t S  (7cidf 
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B O O K  R E V I E W S  

Harley Schnitt .  For Now and Forever. A New Study 
Course f o r  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  the  C h r i s t i a n  F a i t h *  
Color Charts ,  Instrustion and Outline o f  Presen- 
tation, Lake F1IPlls, P swa :  Graphic B u b l i s i ~ i ~ g  
Cn, ,  I n s , ,  1969,  36 pages, $ 2 A O  p e r  s e t ,  

This instruction maaual  t ~as  several comx~enda"ille 
features* 1% covers %he basic doct r ines  of S c r i p t u r e  
in t h e  u s u a l  Catechisai--sequence b u t  in a q u e s t i o n -  
ou&riintl fa-m, The x~s'-idt2x- i s  t h u s  l e d  %o cake  mQre 
than a p a s s e ~ e  role %>ken usizl;g it, A-aaof;hex cha2a.c-- 
j-r;.,r$stic i t s  f ~ ~ a * , q ; i ~ - i j ~ i t y  --- can be u ~ e d  f o r  ais 

a d u l t  f n s t ~ u c t i o ~ :  e% i ~ s  o r  by such as wish  t c  re-exam- 
ine  their belie"; i-;.n greater depth .  I ts  E ~ I I X I C : ~  o f  
presentation is s i m p l e  and t h e  10 eoiar  charts are 
very  i l l u s t r a t i v e .  The pas to r  can easi ly  add any 
supplementary lnaterial he deems necessary. We believe 
t h i s  manual w i l l  be  w e l c o m e d  as a claange that i s  as 
refreshirt8 as it i s  loyal to t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  

M ,  HB,  Otto 

The Concordia - -- for  19718 S t .  Louis :  Concordia 
Publishing Msuse, 1970, $$,50, 

T h i s  current issue s f  The  Concordia P u l p i t  con- -- ---- --... 
t a i n s  a series s f  semsns on the  Standard Gospels,  
p l u s  a Thanksgiving Day semon,  a Reformation semon, 
and a Lenten series on t h e  seven words of Christ. 
The quality of the  sermons vary, a s  must be expected 
i n  a collection of t h i s  k ind ,  

Glenn E ,  Reichwald 

Effect ive  B i b l e  By Howard Vos. Grand Rap ids :  
Zondeman Publishing House, 1969,  $1.95, 

S ix tccn  methods of Z i L b c  s t u d y  are  s u g g e s t e d  i n  
t h i s  interesting book, a l l  0f which i n  vary ing  degrees 
would h e l p  ts make B i b l e  reading i n t o  B i b l e  seudy. 
The au tk~or  migh t  have had a b r i e f  5ec t ic .n  a l s o  on 
basis  approaches to t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  which would g ive  
d i r e c t i o n  t o  people's t h o u g i ~ t s .  

Glenn E .  Rcichwald 

The 1Iod-y B i b l e :  Thc  Xew fi --_ -A ____^- - - - Version in Ilodern -- - ----- 
English.  --- -- Editor-in-Chief Gerrit Verkuyl. Grand 
Rapids: Zonde~van P u b l i s h i n g  House, 1969,  $8.95. 

T h i s  admit tedl ;  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of the  
Bible w i l l  be  w e l c o m e d  by s t u d e n t s  of t h e  E i b l e ,  Ttie 
N e w  T e s t a m e n t  secion i s  a reworking of t h e  o lde r  New 
Testament translation, b u t  the  Old Testament s e c t i o n  
i s  new, r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  work of conse rva t ive  Old  T e s t a -  
ment scholars such a s  Glbeasoga Archer ,  FleratP11. Unger, 
J, Barton Paywe, and ot lrerss A Inore  d e t a i l e d  review 
w i l l .  S s B 1 ~ w ,  b u t  this t r a r a s k a t i a n  shou ld  be c a l l e d  t o  
t h e  a t t en t i on  of our  readers, 

Glenn E ,  Reichwald 

L i f e  in Two Worlds,  By L e w i s  W ,  S p i t z ,  S t ,  Lou is :  ---- -- P 

Concordia Publishing Wouse, 1968, $ 3 - 9 5 .  

William S i h P e r ,  ehe eencer s f  t h i s  biography,  was 
one of t he  f a the r s  o f  t h e  M i s s o u r i  Synod, Students of 
church history w i l l  be interested i n  his l i f e  and also 
in t h c  theo log ica l  w u r l d  in w h i c h  he liveds moved, and 
c o ~ t r i b u t e d ,  O f  interest particularly is the  develop- 

n t  of conscxvatdvc Lutheranism among ~ h e r i c a n  Lu- 
erans and Sihler's reactions t o  Lutheranism in Che 
ericaa setzing, particularly aga ins t  the  var ious  

Glenn E e  R e i c l ~ w a l d  
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T h e  --- 3osk - o f  Isaiah,  Volume XI, By Edward J, Younga 
Grand Rapids :  Eerdmans P u b P i s i ~ i n g  Co,, 1969, 
$9.95, 

Students o f  the Old Testament will be happy $0 
see the publication a f  this second volume o f  Y2un;'s 
zsmmewtary an Isaiah, esl;erinn - cltapeers a9  Co 339, The 
late B r ,  Young, a strang C a l v i z i s ~ ,  b e l i m e d  f i r m l y  
cllar t he  B i b b e  i s  b he i n s p i r e d  T4ord o f  God, T h i s  Is 
-;efiectea 5x1 2 h i s  conmentarye 3i%bie a xore cie~aileci 
rc-x;BZei.i. af d : i ~  540rk *,?iil% ~QILow, i r  s h a ~ ~ l d  bc c a l l e d  
2 f-Jne a$$c:n$icn nf o 8 - 1 ~  reacjers now, 

-7 ~vhi le  readers may not always agree with t h e  
au t l i o r ' s  ilg'ndiing of materials, they w i P 1  f i n d  it a 
handy source sf Infomiation s n  children sf the  Bible  
and on B i b l i c a l  statements on t h e  conduct, the train- 
i n g ,  e t c , ,  sf ch i ld ren ,  

Glenn E ,  Reichwald 

- "  $.Jagner, C ,  Peter,  L a t i n  h e r i c a n  Theo logy:  Radica l  -- --- 
or Cva~elical, Grand Rapids:, William B, --- - --- ------ 
Eerdmasrs ?z%blisfaing Co,,  1970, $2,415. 

This paperback is a study sf t h c  l e ad ing  L a t i n  
American tlaeolsgiana o f  today,  The Prstescant church 
in L a k f n  Pd'p~erica i s  Ehe r c s u f i  of mission w o r k  done 
by svangc%icals,  $ut under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of I i S e r a l i s ~ ~ ~  
and t h e  pressure sf soc ia l  prablcrns a nmber o f  t h e  
significnnk leaders refleet c5anges i n  vary ing  desgees 
In $$sir t heo l sg ica i  p j s i f i c n ,  Consen-atives also are 
5eirig forced to exn;-esz riiemselves., Anyone l o o k i n g  
f o r  a book 50 give h i m  an sve~view of t he  various 
t r e r d a  -in &at%?;-% L'%arsernc,an f l ~ e o l o ~ ~ ~  tq$EB find t h i s  bask - % 

E Y 
5 .?s lp tun ,  

Read, l J i l l i am R e ,  Vic to r  M .  Monterroso, and Harmon A ,  
Johnson. L a t i n  American Church G r o ~ ~ t h .  Grarid --- -- - - - - - -- - --- 
Rapids: William B .  Eerdmans Publ is t l ing Co., 
1969, $3.95, 

Th i s  book achieves i t s  goal :  t o  be a  r e sou rce  
book o z  t h e  chumrcf~ h i s t o r y ,  tiiic :i;urch c ~ o r k ,  and tlie 
church l i f e  of L a t i n  h e r i e a ,  I n  i t s  421  pages a r e  
compressed a comprehensive overview of L a t i n  American 
church l i f e  based on a wide  knowledge and a l s o  per- 
sonal  i n t e rv i ews ,  P ro tes tan t  mi s s ions  are growing a t  
an annual  r a t e  ~f t en  p e r c e n t .  So~:ctkiing must be  
happening the re !  A f t e r  t h e  a u t h o r s  p re sen t  a h i s t o r i -  
cal  overview of the problems of g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  i n  
L a t i n  b e r i c a ,  t hey  review t h e  work t h a t  has  been done 
and is  being done i~ t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u n t r i e s ,  They 
a l s o  B ~ S C U S S  t he  miss ion  me%lhods used by v a r i o u s  
groups  i n  tile crowded urban a r e a s  and the r u r a l  areas. 
Those who w i s h  t o  nave i n s i g h t s  irkto tiie L a t i n  Lmeri- 
can mission f i e l d s ,  t h e i r  needs,  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  pro- 
blems, and t h e i r  o p j ~ a r t u n i t i e s ,  w i l l  f i n d  t h i s  book 
most h e l p f u l ,  The ELS now has i ts  own f o r e i g n  miss ion  
i n  Peru*  The s e c t i o n  d e a l i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i th  P e r u  
i s  r a t h e r  b r i e f ,  pages 112-117, bu t  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  
w i l l  add cons ide rab le  d e t a i l .  Those i n t e r e s t e d  i n  our  
ELS \ miss ion  in Peru w i l l  
%a& in% .,, 

Mzrty, Myson A,  Lutherans 
Notre D a m e ,  Indiana:  

f i n d  t h i s  book most stjmu- 

Glenn E e  Reiclnwald 

and Roman Cathol ic ism.  -- - -.- - 
Notre Dame Universi ty Press ,  

The purpose  of t h i s  book is t o  trace the decl ine  
sf  cr i t i c i sm of t h e  Roman Catholic Church i n  %he 
literature o f  the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, The 
author  uses  the doctrine of t h e  Antichrist as  a case 
in p o i n t ,  According to the author ,  t h e  ea r ly  litera- 
t u r e  o f  t h e  ECHS was f u l l  of c r i t i c i s m s  of the  papacy 

b u t  thae t h e  last major pub l i c  
c t r i n e  was in t h c  Concordia -- 
in 4953, H e  also notes a marked 
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T h e  --- 3osk - o f  Isaiah,  Volume XI, By Edward J, Younga 
Grand Rapids :  Eerdmans P u b P i s i ~ i n g  Co,, 1969, 
$9.95, 

Students o f  the Old Testament will be happy $0 
see the publication a f  this second volume o f  Y2un;'s 
zsmmewtary an Isaiah, esl;erinn - cltapeers a9  Co 339, The 
late B r ,  Young, a strang C a l v i z i s ~ ,  b e l i m e d  f i r m l y  
cllar t he  B i b b e  i s  b he i n s p i r e d  T4ord o f  God, T h i s  Is 
-;efiectea 5x1 2 h i s  conmentarye 3i%bie a xore cie~aileci 
rc-x;BZei.i. af d : i ~  540rk *,?iil% ~QILow, i r  s h a ~ ~ l d  bc c a l l e d  
2 f-Jne a$$c:n$icn nf o 8 - 1 ~  reacjers now, 

-7 ~vhi le  readers may not always agree with t h e  
au t l i o r ' s  ilg'ndiing of materials, they w i P 1  f i n d  it a 
handy source sf Infomiation s n  children sf the  Bible  
and on B i b l i c a l  statements on t h e  conduct, the train- 
i n g ,  e t c , ,  sf ch i ld ren ,  

Glenn E ,  Reichwald 

- "  $.Jagner, C ,  Peter,  L a t i n  h e r i c a n  Theo logy:  Radica l  -- --- 
or Cva~elical, Grand Rapids:, William B, --- - --- ------ 
Eerdmasrs ?z%blisfaing Co,,  1970, $2,415. 

This paperback is a study sf t h c  l e ad ing  L a t i n  
American tlaeolsgiana o f  today,  The Prstescant church 
in L a k f n  Pd'p~erica i s  Ehe r c s u f i  of mission w o r k  done 
by svangc%icals,  $ut under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of I i S e r a l i s ~ ~ ~  
and t h e  pressure sf soc ia l  prablcrns a nmber o f  t h e  
significnnk leaders refleet c5anges i n  vary ing  desgees 
In $$sir t heo l sg ica i  p j s i f i c n ,  Consen-atives also are 
5eirig forced to exn;-esz riiemselves., Anyone l o o k i n g  
f o r  a book 50 give h i m  an sve~view of t he  various 
t r e r d a  -in &at%?;-% L'%arsernc,an f l ~ e o l o ~ ~ ~  tq$EB find t h i s  bask - % 

E Y 
5 .?s lp tun ,  

Read, l J i l l i am R e ,  Vic to r  M .  Monterroso, and Harmon A ,  
Johnson. L a t i n  American Church G r o ~ ~ t h .  Grarid --- -- - - - - - -- - --- 
Rapids: William B .  Eerdmans Publ is t l ing Co., 
1969, $3.95, 

Th i s  book achieves i t s  goal :  t o  be a  r e sou rce  
book o z  t h e  chumrcf~ h i s t o r y ,  tiiic :i;urch c ~ o r k ,  and tlie 
church l i f e  of L a t i n  h e r i e a ,  I n  i t s  421  pages a r e  
compressed a comprehensive overview of L a t i n  American 
church l i f e  based on a wide  knowledge and a l s o  per- 
sonal  i n t e rv i ews ,  P ro tes tan t  mi s s ions  are growing a t  
an annual  r a t e  ~f t en  p e r c e n t .  So~:ctkiing must be  
happening the re !  A f t e r  t h e  a u t h o r s  p re sen t  a h i s t o r i -  
cal  overview of the problems of g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  i n  
L a t i n  b e r i c a ,  t hey  review t h e  work t h a t  has  been done 
and is  being done i~ t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u n t r i e s ,  They 
a l s o  B ~ S C U S S  t he  miss ion  me%lhods used by v a r i o u s  
groups  i n  tile crowded urban a r e a s  and the r u r a l  areas. 
Those who w i s h  t o  nave i n s i g h t s  irkto tiie L a t i n  Lmeri- 
can mission f i e l d s ,  t h e i r  needs,  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  pro- 
blems, and t h e i r  o p j ~ a r t u n i t i e s ,  w i l l  f i n d  t h i s  book 
most h e l p f u l ,  The ELS now has i ts  own f o r e i g n  miss ion  
i n  Peru*  The s e c t i o n  d e a l i n g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i th  P e r u  
i s  r a t h e r  b r i e f ,  pages 112-117, bu t  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  
w i l l  add cons ide rab le  d e t a i l .  Those i n t e r e s t e d  i n  our  
ELS \ miss ion  in Peru w i l l  
%a& in% .,, 
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s h i f t  i n  a t t i e u d e ,  especially dur ing  t h e  years of 
Pope John XXTII, H e  concludes  the sec t ion  by stating 
&ha$ " the  papacy as t h e  haa t i ch r i s t  had been litthe 
more than a popular  abstraetioa long b e f o r e  i t  w a s  
recognized t h a t  the literal a p p l i c a t i o n  of it i n  t h e  
pract ical  s i t u a t i o n  had ceased t o  make sense." (pp.  
169-170) T h i s  ref lects  the a u t h o r ' s  approach i n  
sevcral other areas a l so ,  m i l e  he  feels there are 
d i f f e r e n c e s ,  many are t h e  r e su l t  of misunderstandings 
and l a c k  of clarity. One wonders, af ter  reading the 
book whether t h e  au thor  is encouraging h i s  readers to 
r e v i s i t  Worms, just as so modern Lutherans have r e -  
v i s i t e d  Marburg. 

MINORITY RELIGIOUS GROUPS 

Add i t i ona l  T i t l e s  t o  t h e  L i s t  of MINORITY 
E L E G I O U S  GROUPS on which ..--- Lutheran 
S e m i n a r ~  h a s  a f i l e ,  ( O r i g i n a l  l ist  p r i n t e d  

J - 
i n  Volume V I I I ,  No, 4 ,  Slammer, 1968 ,  Sup- 
p l i e d  by M r .  James V. Geisendor fe r . )  

Agni Yoga S o c i e t y ,  Inc .  

American Assoc ia t ion  f o r  t h e  Advancement of 
Atheism, I n c ,  

American 1,lission f o r  Opening Closed Chureh'es 

American S c r i p t u ~ e  G i f t  Miss ion,  I n c  . 
Anthroposophicab S o c i e t y  i n  America 

Assoc ia t ion  sf Evange l i ca l s  f o r  I t a l i a n  
Mission (The) 

Bible Sabbath Assoc ia t ion  (The) 

Blessed Mart in  S p i r i t u a l  Church 

Chr is t ian  Church af Fel lowship 

C h r i s t i a n  Israeli te Church 

C h r i s t i a n  Metapathics  

Churc5 of  A11 C h r i s t i a n  F 3 i t i i s  

Church of Qntology 

Church of The New Testament (The) 

Church of t h e  Open boor 

Church of Tzaddi 

Congregation of t h e  Se rvan t s  of  C h r i s t  

L v a n p e l i c a l  i4ini sters and Crlur  c i~cs  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  I nc .  

Fel lowship Deaconry , Inc  . (The) 
F i r s t  Zen I n s t i t u t e  o f  America, I nc .  (The) 

Foundation Church o f  t h e  IJew B i r t h  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Soc i e ty  f o r  Krishria 
Consciousness ,  I nc .  

League t o  Uphold Congrega t iona l  P r i n c i p l e s  

Nat iona l  Federa t ion  o f  S p i r i t u a l  Science 
Churches 

Nat iona l  Negro Evanze l i ca l  Assoc ia t ion  (The) 

People  of The Living God 

Ramakrishna-Vivekananda Center  

Se l f -Reve la t ion  Church 

S o c i e t y  o f  C h r i s t ,  I nc .  

S p i r i t  Guided F r i ends  

S p i r i t u a l  Episcopa l  Church (The) 

S p i r i t u a l  F r o n t i e r s  Fel lowship 

S p i r i t u a l  L i f e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  America (The) 

Sufism Reor ien ted ,  I nc .  

Temple o f  T ru th  ( U n i t i v e  S p i r i t u a l i t y )  

The Bible i n  t h e  Hands o f  Its C r e a t o r s ,  Inc .  
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Theocentric Foundation (The) 

United Spiritualist Church 

Uni ted  Timothy Temples, Pnc. 

Universal Faith and Wisdom Association, Enc. 

Wider Quaker Fellowship 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

Re: The post-humous publ i sh ing  of  t h e  essay ,  "Church 
and t l i n i s t r y U  by t h e  Rev. Neil  I-Iilton i n  t h e  
F a l l ,  1968 ,- i s s b e  of t h e  Evangel ical  Lutheran 
Synod Quar ter ly ,  Vol. I X ,  No. 1, as requested 
by t h e  Southern Ci rcu i t  Pas to ra l  Conference of 
t h e  Evangel ical  Lutheran Synod: 

To i n d i c a t e  t h e  purpose f o r  r eques t ing  publ ica-  
t i o n  of t h i s  essay  i n  t h e  ELS Quar ter ly  t h e  
Southern C i r c u i t  P a s t o r a l  Conference d e s i r e s  
t h a t  i t s  o r i g i n a l  r e s o l u t i o n  be published.  I t  
reads  as fo l lows:  

"Since t h e r e  was n o t  enough t ime t o  d i s -  
cuss  t h i s  whole paper ,  and s i n c e  it  would 
be good tha t  a l l  p a s t o r s  of  t h e  Synod be 
a b l e  t o  s tudy i t ,  it was moved and seconded 
t h a t  Pas tor  Mi l ton ' s  paper be  published i n  
t h e  Lutheran Synod Quar ter ly ,  and it  be 
given f u r t h e r  s tudy."  

S/IZev . Herbert  Larson , Chairman 
Southern C i r c u i t  P a s t o r a l  Conference 
Evangel ical  Lutheran Synod 




